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On Feb 14, operations resumed at Tonga’s main international airport, NFTF/Fuaʻamotu, after it
was closed for 2 days for the passage of Tropical Cyclone Gita.

The cyclone caused extensive damage across Tonga, and the government has declared a state of
emergency. According to the British Met office, Gita was the most powerful Cyclone to hit Tonga in over 60
years, battering the island nation with winds of over 120kts at its peak.

At least 30 people were reportedly injured during the storm, and around half the buildings suffered
damage in Nuku’alofa, the capital of Tonga. Roads across the main island of Tongatapu have been
obstructed by storm wreckage and downed power lines, and widespread power outages have also been
reported.

At the airport itself, the domestic terminal is still closed due to damage sustained in the storm, and now all
domestic flights are using the international terminal instead. Here’s some photos of the damage at the
airport:

https://ops.group/blog/tonga-gita/


Gita has since moved westwards into open waters as the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane, with winds
of over 100kts, but it’s now expected to head south-west across the ocean, narrowly avoiding direct hits on
Vanuatu and New Caledonia – although heavy rain, strong winds and storm surge will affect these areas.




