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Applying for Letters of Authorization (LOA) from the FAA can be a tricky old process. Because there are so
many different things you need permission for, you might need various LOAs.

An LOA is a formal “you’re allowed to do that” certificate given to an operator, permitting them to conduct
a specific flight operation, fly in certain airspace, or use a particular bit of equipment, or
document.

The folks at Nimbl (the new name for AviationManuals) have issued an updated guide which tells you what
LOAs are, when you need them, and how straightforward the application process can be.

You can download a copy of the guide here.

https://ops.group/blog/loa-guide/
https://gonimbl.com/get-your-loa-guide/


Click for PDF.

The guide includes:

Who needs what and where, for Part 91 and Part 135 operators.

List of key terms, and explanations of the most common LOAs and why you would need them.

Separate elements of an LOA application – some discussion on the process.

Turnaround timeframes for different LOAs.

Who issues me my LOA?

The FAA, but more specifically, your local FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO). You can find a
location of those here.

So, a Principle Operations Inspector, known as a POI is the person at the FAA FSDO who will issue your
LOA. Don’t you just love aviation acronyms �

How to apply

First things first, check the guide, and work out what LOAs you need.1.

Then decide who the actual operator is. The FAA say this is “the person or entity who has2.
operational control of the aircraft.” But they don’t mean the pilot flying it – they mean the
person who has legal control, not operational control.

Decide who is the responsible person, what your primary address is, and then work out3.
which FSDO is going to be the closest. Sometimes operators get confused about this point and
think they are able to choose which FSDO they can submit to, not realizing that the address on
the documents matters a lot to where they can submit.

https://gonimbl.com/get-your-loa-guide/
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/


Contact your local FSDO, work out what they need you to send them, and send it.4.

Now the FAA will review your application. Turnaround times vary according to which LOA5.
you’ve applied for – it can take anywhere from three weeks to six months, so you’ll want to get
it right the first time! If it gets rejected, they will send you a detailed list of why to help you
when you re-apply.

Anything else?

If you have any questions about the process, or if you need help with any of the above, visit
www.gonimbl.com or send them an email at info@gonimbl.com. They have a dedicated team of LOA
experts who provide support to operators in preparing all the paperwork, plus ongoing support as you go
through the FAA submission process. (Also, we’ve known them for a long time, and can confirm they’re
nice people!)
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LOAs. Letters of Authorisation. We have mentioned before about how to get an LOA approved by the FAA.
You can read that here.

This post is less about the process of getting them and more about what you actually need them for.

There are a lot of LOAs…

First up, if you’re a Part 121 operator, or a non-US registered operator then this probably isn’t going to be
very useful for you. Go read something more interesting like this story about a guy who definitely didn’t
have an LOA for his operation.

https://gonimbl.com/get-your-loa-guide/
mailto:info@gonimbl.com
https://ops.group/blog/loas-got-your-number/
https://ops.group/blog/how-to-get-an-loa-approved-by-the-faa/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Fitzpatrick_(pilot)


For those it does apply to – you need an LOA for any operation which needs a “long term, specific
permission”. It lets you do stuff, and what you are approved to do via your LOAs is recorded in your
Opspec. Any specific operation probably needs an LOA which is why there are a lot of them, and also why
it can get confusing trying to work out what you need – when, where and for what.

Now, we find the folk at AviationManuals really helpful with all this. They have a great (free) guide on
how to get LOAs and it includes a handy bunch of tables which show you what you need for where and
for what. Like this one for Part 91 ops.

Here is a quick rundown on the main LOAs you might need for your operations. If you still have questions
afterwards then you know who to go ask for more info.

So, the ones to know.

Like we said, there are a lot of LOA options. The “big ones” that you are probably going to need are
these…

A056

This is your Datalink Communications LOA (for CPDLC / ADS-C). If you have datalink systems
installed and plan to use them outside of the US then you need this LOA. If you are Part 91 and only plan
on using your datalink domestically then you don’t need an LOA.

This is not constrained by altitudes but rather to where FANS 1/A+ is mandated. If you think you will go
through an airspace with a Datalink mandate, then having this LOA is probably a good idea.

B036

Oceanic and Remote Operations (RNP-10 / RNP-4 / RNP-2). This one looks at stuff like the long
range navigation systems you have onboard, and your procedures for using it.

If you are planning on flying in oceanic and remote airspace, and in some spots in the Gulf of Mexico then
you are going to need this LOA.

B039

Flights in the NAT HLA will want this LOA. It lets you put an ‘X’ in item 10a on your flight plan –
confirming that your aircraft meets the new RNP10 PBN specifications (instead of the old MNPS stuff) and
again, that procedures and training is in place.

Now, because this is a little more than just what equipment you got, in order to get LOA B039, you are also
going to need a B036 which covers the Oceanic stuff and a B046 which covers the RVSM stuff –
two other things you need to know about if you are flying across the big, reduced separation, remote
oceanic area that is the NAT HLA.

You might have a B054 instead of the B036 (B054 covers Oceanic and Remote airspace using a single
LRNS).

B046 

The RVSM LOA.

RVSM airspace is between FL290 and FL410. Even if you plan on flying above this, it is probably
necessary to have the LOA for RVSM because there is a good chance you will, at some point, route through
it or potentially have to fly in it if you are too heavy, or meet some mean turbulence or something.

https://ops.group/blog/old-mnps-approvals-set-to-expire/


Now, for US ops you don’t need RVSM authorisation if you have ADS-B installed.  Since January
2019 you are automatically authorised so long as you have ADS-B Out fitted (which is compliant with 14
CFR 91.227) and a few other things… one of which is that you don’t operate outside the USA.

So if you’re planning on taking a trip beyond the USA into Mexico or Canada, or further, then you are going
to need this LOA.

The C0…s

The big Cs to think about getting are 52, 63 and 73. These give you the authorisation to fly things like
RNAV (GNSS) approaches, RNAV and RNP Terminal Operations and VNAV instrument approach and
approaches which use an MDA as a DA/DH.

ILS approaches are still a fair old way off becoming obsolete (mainly because of the problems with
GPS jamming affecting aircraft capability to fly satellite based approaches), but having the authorisation to
fly these might get you out of a spot of bother because there are a lot of parts to an ILS and they do
breakdown from time to time.

And the future of navigation is satellite based so it is probably time to think about getting these now, if you
haven’t already.

D095

This is the one you need if you want to use a Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) as a Minimum
Equipment List (MEL).

We talked about that a bit here. The best plan is really to just get an MEL sorted though because the FAA
are looking to change the rules on this, and the D095 actually expires fairly soon. Plus, if you fly
internationally and only have an MMEL it can get very messy, even with the LOA.

Common Questions

We have covered the basics of what these main LOAs cover. Here are some answers to questions we have
seen pop up from time to time.

What is an LOA and do I need it?

Go back to the top and read it all again.

How do I get an LOA?

Check out this post.

I am still confused, who can I talk to?

Talk to these people, they know a lot.

What does “getting an LOA” require?

An LOA is an authorisation to carry out a specific sort of operation. That means you are probably going to
need
a) the equipment required for that operation,
b) procedures within your company which refer to that operation, and
c) certain training for your crew related to that operation (which might be required yearly).

So if you are considering taking on ‘some sort of operation’, looking into the requirements for the LOA in

https://aviationmanuals.com/resources/do-i-need-an-loa-to-operate-in-rvsm-airspace/
https://ops.group/blog/introducing-mel/
https://ops.group/blog/how-to-get-an-loa-approved-by-the-faa/
https://aviationmanuals.com


advance is a good plan – just having the equipment will not tick all the LOA boxes by any stretch, and an
LOA can take several months to be approved.

I am flying internationally but plan to route above the NAT HLA say at FL430, what LOAs do I
have to have?

The simple answer if we are just talking “have to have” is B036 or B054 which covers you for the Oceanic
and Remote operations.

However, you might also want the RVSM one because there is a fairly good chance you will, at
some point on that flight, be in RVSM airspace. So throw a B046 in as well.

There is also a good chance you will find yourself in some Datalink mandated airspace – it is
pretty much all over Europe and beyond – so your A056 might be a good idea.

If you have those and are able RNP-10 then you really might as well get the B039 as well since
you meet the requirements for it and it might save you a whole bunch of fuel (and trouble) if
you have it “just in case”.

That’s all we’ve got to say on the LOA.

For now anyway, but if you think of something we haven’t covered then get in touch or drop those helpful
folk at AviationManuals an email.

Our final tip – be careful ‘googling’ LOA because there are some pictures you really don’t want to see of
the Loa Loa ‘eye worm’.


