Farewell, Paper Jepps
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It's the end of an era. After nearly a century of keeping pilots flipping, folding and cursing in cramped
cockpits, Jeppesen is calling it a day on its paper chart service.

It will be retired by 31 Oct 2026, closing a chapter that began when Elrey Jeppesen first sold his little
black book of hand-drawn airfield notes in the 1930s.

For many, it’s like losing an old friend. One that was heavy, expensive and always due an update. But it
never froze, crashed or ran out of battery.

If you still like the feel of paper in hand, Jeppesen says a few options will remain...
Why end a good thing?

Essentially, cost. Paper chart operations aren’t cheap - printing, shipping, updates and physical
inventory are all expensive. Something that Jeppesen itself refers to as the ‘growing costs of managing
paper.’

The industry has overwhelmingly transitioned to digital charts thanks to the proliferation of EFBs, tablets
and integrated avionics. And all good things must come to an end.


https://ops.group/blog/farewell-paper-jepps/
https://ww2.jeppesen.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Service-Bulletin-5-Sep-2025.pdf

Jeppesen’s legacy paper chart service will end Oct next year.

But what is the operational impact of this change? And how will you be affected if still using paper in
the flight deck?

Operational Impact

If your operation still relies on paper Jepps, now is the time to plan ahead. The exact impact depends on
what part of the law you operate under.

Part 91:

With the exception of Part 91K, Part 91 operators can switch from paper to digital charts without FAA
authorisation.

But there are a few caveats:



e The PIC must ensure that the electronic charts being used are current and accurate.

e You'll also need a backup (a second device or app). Printed charts also count (but
obviously, you'll soon need to print them yourself).

In other words, you can switch at your own discretion as long as you cover the basics above.
Parts 91K, 125, and 135:
The ‘pathway to paperless’ is a little more complicated.

All require OpSpec A061 that authorises EFB use. You'll need to adequately show that there are
procedures and training in place for crew, and that there is a backup plan for failures.

There will also need to be procedures in place for device mounting, power compliance and the
update process.

For Part 91K operators, the lead time is typically 1-3 months. In the case of Part 135, this is longer. Most go
through a ‘paperless transition’ period - operating with both paper and electronic charts until fully
approved.

Part 121:
Most (if not all) are likely already approved for EFB use.

If there are any outliers still out there, a full formal approval is required. This typically takes 3-6
months.

This involves the airline submitting a detailed EFB program to the FAA’s Principal Operations Inspector.

The process is structured and lengthy and includes factors like power/heat analysis, training and other risk
assessments. So much so that airlines have entire manuals dedicated to their EFB operations.

Only (most) Part 91 operators can avoid regulatory approval to transition to digital charts.

Jeppesen itself also provides solid guidance on this process.


https://ww2.jeppesen.com/navigation-solutions/charts-and-airway-manual/jeppesen-paper-chart-services-phase-out/business-aviation-jeppesen-paper-chart-services-phase-out/

I still want paper!
Fear not - it can still be done, just with a little more elbow grease.
Jeppesen will continue to sell it’s (blank) 7 hole-punch paper via its online store here.

Most popular EFB services (including ForeFlight and FD Pro) support user printing.
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The big man himself, Elrey Jeppesen.
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If you have not heard of the IFP Information Gateway then here is a little summary for you. It is the
Instrument Flight Procedures Information Gateway which is, according to the FAA who run it, your
centralized instrument flight procedure data portal.

It's a handy site because it provides you with a single-source, one-stop-shop, first place to visit if you need
info on any of the following:

e Charts
e The IFP Procedures plan

¢ [FP Coordination (forms and things)

e TFP Documents


https://shop.jeppesen.com/All-Products/Pilot-Supplies/Charting-Paper-%26-Accessories/Charting-Paper/JeppView-Printer-Paper-for-Jeppesen-Binders/p/10011107
https://ops.group/blog/the-gateway-to-the-skies/
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/procedures/

¢ [FP Request form - this is where you can submit a request or query on an IFP. SO if you fly
somewhere and think an IFP needs creating, amending or cancelling, you can do it here!

And this isn’t just for US pilots - it is pretty handy for anyone flying into the US who flies IFR
procedures.

The Optimisation Project

This is a major project that the FAA are undertaking. They are reviewing their entire inventory of
equipment and procedures as part of a plan to modernize the National Airspace infrastructure - to improve
airspace and airport efficiency and safety.

The NAS covers an area of something like 30 million square miles, so it is a big project.
What is the plan?

The introduction of PBN (performance based navigation) is a big part of the modernization. If you fly
into the US then you need to know about this, because it is going to mean changes to routes and
procedures, airspace and equipment required.

Charts are being updated to remove unnecessary clutter. In 2020 they cancelled 1,000 procedures and
took out things like circling minima on charts that no longer needed it. You need to know about this
because it will impact chart validity, and things like minimus are airports you might use.

As for the inventory check - they are reviewing all the procedures at airports and deciding which to keep,
which to cease, and which just plain old need updating. This will start with the decommissioning of any
ancient VORs and NDBs which no longer support the operations network. You need to know about this

because there will be ongoing changes to the approaches available at airport.

Give us some more details on the inventory checks
The FAA are going to review all procedures.
Why?

Well, because having looked over some data they reckon at least 20% of current IFPs have pretty
limited benefits to the NAS. If procedures are not being used then retiring them means lower admin,
maintenance and training costs. It also means more efficient and effective airspace management, which
means improved safety and access.

Take KSEA/Seattle for example. They have an RNAV RNP approach and a GPS approach for runway 16L.
The RNAV RNP was only flown 17 out of a whopping 191,448 IFR arrivals.

It has higher minimum and an identical flight path to the GPS approach so there is really no reason for this
approach to exist.
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KPAE/Paine Field is another one worth looking at. It has a VOR-A approach which was only flown 95
times out of 10,348 IFR arrivals. It is under-utilized, costs a bunch to maintain and there are plenty
other options. So it is a good one to chop.

What about KSBA/Santa Barbara airport and their VOR or GPS approach runway 257 This was also

significantly under-utilized, being flown just 1,732 out of 17,174 arrivals. However, it is the most
commonly used approach for GA traffic, and is the only one available when the wind is favoring that

runway. Not such a good one to delete.

The IFP plan won’'t just review data and statistics, it also engages with the folk using the IFPs to
make sure changes are benefiting those it needs to benefit. Santa Barbara won't lose the procedure just
yet, although they might get itself a nice new space-based one out of this at some point.

Comments and feedback

If you fly into airports and have comments or feedback on IFPs then get in touch, either by filing in the
form, or emailing at 9-AMC-Aerochart@faa.gov. This project is a long, ongoing one, but one that will
benefit any operator who flies in or out of the US, and there are opportunities there to provide input.

Check out the info

e You can watch the full Stakeholder Presentation here if you want some more info on it.

¢ You can visit the official FAA IFP site here.


https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/procedures/ifp_form/
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/procedures/ifp_form/
mailto:9-AMC-Aerochart@faa.gov
https://youtu.be/g7Gol-LrfmY
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/procedures/

