Nationwide French ATC strike on Jan 9
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This week’s nationwide French ATC strike looks to be going ahead as planned. It will run from 1800z on
Weds Jan 8, until 0530z on Friday Jan 10; but the worst of the delays will happen during the day on Thurs
Jan 9.

At LFBO/Toulouse, airlines have been requested to reduce their scheduled flights by a third from
0500-2300z on Thurs Jan 9; but that’s the only airport which has issued this kind of restriction so far.

Eurocontrol’s Mitigation Plan can be found here.

We expect this strike will be much the same as the five French ATC strikes we had in December - big
delays at the major airports and for overflights, busy Tango Routes with traffic avoiding French airspace in
the west, and Algeria/Tunisia will most likely let you fly through their airspace without special permission if
you want to avoid French airspace in the south.

For the latter, just make sure to add the right AFTN codes on flight plans! That means - as well as filing
your FPL to the normal Eurocontrol addresses, you must also include those for Algeria (DAAAZQZX and
DTTCZQZX) and Tunisia (DTTCZQZX and DTTCZRZX) - and make sure these are included for any
subsequent DLA messages as well.

For real-time updates of any airspace issues once the strike has started, keep an eye on this handy French
ATC webpage: http://dsnado.canalblog.com/

And check out our article for everything else you need to know about how to survive French ATC strikes!



https://ops.group/blog/lfzz-5119/
https://www.public.nm.eurocontrol.int/PUBPORTAL/gateway/spec/PORTAL.23.5.0.5.18/_res/11754/Mitigation.9012020.pdf?APPID=headline_news
http://dsnado.canalblog.com/
https://ops.group/blog/how-to-survive-a-french-atc-strike/
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Amid ongoing anti-government protests, authorities published a Notam on Apr 2 banning all GA/BA flights
from operating at airports across the country. But following the resignation of Algeria’s President
Bouteflika, this ban was cancelled on Apr 4, and replaced with the following restriction:

A1058/19 - AIRCRAFT REGISTERED IN ALGERIA AND ABROAD OPERATED FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES ARE
SUBJECT TO ISSUANCE OF AN AUTHORIZATION TO OVERFLY AND/OR LANDING THE NATIONAL TERRITORY
BY THE ALGERIAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY. 04 APR 19:10 2019 UNTIL 30 APR 12:00 2019 ESTIMATED.
CREATED: 04 APR 19:09 2019

So that effectively means the situation has returned to normal: for landings and overflights, you will need a
permit.

Algerian media reported the initial decision to ban GA/BA flights was most likely aimed at “stopping certain
prominent individuals from fleeing abroad” - after a businessman affiliated with the President was arrested
as he tried to cross the border into neighbouring Tunisia.

Although anti-government protests still continue, there is no longer any significant impact to flight
operations.


https://ops.group/blog/algeria-bans-ga-ba-flights-amid-protests/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/world/2019-04-01-private-jets-banned-from-flying-out-of-algeria-for-a-month/
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Santa Maria Strike: Four Routes 29JUN Santa Maria Oceanic has published four special routes for use
during the upcoming “July Friday Strike Series” ATC Industrial Action. Read the article and
then Summer of Strikes.

New US Entry Requirements 29JUN The US has updated entry processing through ESTA (the online visa
system for countries using the Visa Waiver Program). Read the article.

LTBA/Istanbul has reopened to traffic after a terrorist attack on 28JUN. 40 people were killed in a series
of explosions and gunfire at the International terminal on Tuesday evening.

UMZZ/Belarus will undergo a re-evaluation of its currency and banks will be closed to the public between
30JUN and 01JUL, if operating to Minsk you should ensure you have sufficient cash available for those days.

EGZZ/UK Much has been written about Britain’s departure from Europe this week (and we’re talking
Brexit, not football), but if you're having trouble figuring out how this will affect you as an operator, that
might be because it won't. Read the article.

LGZZ/Greek Islands Now that summer is here in Europe, the annual capacity challenge at Greek Islands
is most acute on weekends, expect healthy slot delays if operating to LGIR (Iraklion) LGKP (Karpathos)
LGMK (Mikonos) LGZA (Zakinthos) LGSR (Santorini) LGSK (Skiathos) or LGSA (Chania).

VHHH/Hong Kong The CAD issued a reminder to operators this week that the airport is under strain, and


https://ops.group/blog/midweek-briefing-29jun-santa-maria-oceanic-strike-us-entry-requirements/
https://ops.group/blog/midweek-briefing-29jun-santa-maria-oceanic-strike-us-entry-requirements/
https://ops.group/blog/santa-maria-strike-four-routes/
https://ops.group/blog/summer-of-atc-strikes/
https://ops.group/blog/us-entry-requirements-updated/
https://ops.group/blog/us-entry-requirements-updated/
https://ops.group/blog/brexit-for-aviation-meaningless/

slots issued must be strictly adhered to. It would seem that the Slot Adherence procedure issued earlier in
the year isn’t really working. Any local operators have feedback? Let us know.

EFRO/Rovaniemi has no Jet Al available from until July.
LPPS/Porto Santo is also out of Jet A1 until 01JUL.

DAAA/Algeria New fax/phone number for the ACC (Area Control) in Algiers: +213 (0)21 67 49 27until
23JUL.

AYZZ/Papua New Guinea Reports of civil unrest, student demonstrations across Papua New Guinea
started in May 2016 and are ongoing. There have been violent clashes between students, other groups
and the police in Port Moresby, Lae and the Highlands.

PWAK/Wake Island has advised its High Loader is out of action until later in the year, so for large aircraft
like B767 upwards, no offload capability exists for cargo.

EGZZ/Scotland (Will we need a new ICAO code soon?) Glasgow ATC - at both EGPK and EGPF - has
sporadic closures overnight at present due to staffing issues. Keep an eye on Notams.

WAAF/Ujung Pandang has some radar outages affecting high-level overflights, optimum levels may not
be available.

LPPO/Santa Maria Oceanic has published four special routes for use during the upcoming “July Friday
Strike Series” ATC Industrial Action. The Strike Time Period is : 0700-0900Z, during which time only these
four routes will be accepted. -ROUTE A- 45N020W 40NO30W 37N040W -ROUTE B- DETOX 39N020W
36N030W 34N040W -ROUTE C- LUTAK 36N020W 33N030W 29N040W -ROUTE D- ULTEM 27N040W

LIZZ/Italy We have been notified of possible ATC industrial action on 23JUL which was previously
scheduled on 05JUL. Details and participation of relevant ACCs are as follows: National strike (ACCs and
airports) 0800-1600 UTC. Local strike at LIRA - Ciampino 0800-1600 UTC.

VCBI/Colombo, Sri Lanka There was industrial action yesterday, 28JUN, by Immigration Officials, which
may continue. Flight delays possible.

LEZZ/Spain There was a strike threatened by Apron Controllers at LEMD/Madrid but that was cancelled on
Monday.

LPZZ/Portugal The seven unions of NAV Portugal sent a pre-notice for an industrial action for ATC and
non-ATC personnel, during two hours daily on: 30JUN and 8/15/22/29JUL.

KATL/Atlanta Upgrades on the airport have officially started, which will include a new runway, concourse
and hotel.
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EASA Updates ‘Suspect Aircraft’ Guidelines 01JUN EASA has published new guidelines for inspectors
to assess which aircraft should be prioritised for SAFA ramp checks in Europe and SAFA compliant states.
Read the article.

8th French ATC strike this weekend 01JUN Notification has been given by French ATC Unions of a
Three Day Strike this coming weekend from Friday-Monday, starting at 0400Z Friday 03JUN. Read the
article.

ZZZZ/China The new 144 hour visa-free rule is extended to Nanjing Lukou Airport of Jiangsu, Hangzhou
Xiaoshan Airport of Zhejiang, and all air, sea and railway ports of Shanghai, including Pudong Airport,
Honggiao Airport, Shanghai Port International Cruise Terminal, Wusong Passenger Transport Center and all
railway stations in Shanghai.

CYMM/Fort McMurray is scheduled to reopen 10JUN to regular commercial operations. The airport has
been closed to normal traffic due to a significant forest fire.

MMAA/Acapulco after an outage lasting several years the ILS for RWY 10/28 is operational again.

KSEA/Seattle has runway 16C/34C closed until 27JUN for repairs. ATC initiatives possible through the
construction.

EINN/Shannon and EICK/Cork will be testing a new “Remote Tower” system from 06JUN until
September, where at quieter times the controller in Dublin will provide the ATC service to flights at
Shannon and Cork. The IAA says airspace users will not notice the change. We think you might.

LFLL/Lyon will be re-numbering their runway to 17/35 from 18/36 in September.
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VOTP/Tirupati will begin International operations beginning the end of June with flights to the U.S. The
airport had recently upgraded their customs systems and other procedures.

LZZZ/Mediterranean Despite some reports, NATO operations in Libya appear unlikely. There are several
new airspace NOTAMs, but is anyone still flying to Libya?

LFZZ/France due to ongoing protests at french oil refineries and fuel shortages the French CAA has
advised to tanker in as much fuel as possible to help mitigate any issues. Please check with local handlers
for any specific fuel constraints.

SPZZ/Ecuador Volcano Sangay is producing ash that extends up to 20,000 feet. Movement is towards the
west at 10 knots. Please check with the Washington VAAC for the latest advisories.

LLBG/Tel Aviv, Israel On 26-27MAY strike action in the form of a work go-slow took place.The slowdown
has primarily affected outgoing flights by increasing the time between takeoffs, but it has been reported
that if the slowdown continues it will begin to affect incoming flights.

NVZZ/Vanuatu 27MAY a 5.0 magnitude earthquake struck west of Vanuatu. The quake was centered
approximately 60 mi/95 km northwest of Port Vila and was measured at a depth of about 6 mi/10 km. No
tsunami warning has been issued.

DAZZ/Algeria At 0054 local time (2354 UTC) on 28MAY, a magnitude 5.2 earthquake struck
approximately 35 mi/55 km southeast of Algiers, the capital of Algeria. The epicenter of the earthquake
registered a depth of approximately 7 mi/ 12 km. Following the quake, there were no reports of injuries or
damage.

FNZZ/Angola A yellow fever outbreak has caused 301 deaths so far this year. The number of suspected
cases is 2,536. The outbreak began in Luanda and has since spread to areas throughout the country,
particularly along the coast and in the central regions, despite a large-scale vaccination program.

VDPP/Cambodia Political tensions are high in Cambodia following contested national elections in 2013.
Arrest warrants have been issued for the leaders of the opposition CNRP party and the situation is
unpredictable. On 30 May police blocked roads in southern Phnom Penh to prevent opposition CNRP
supporters from carrying out a planned protest march. Further disruption is possible if the remaining
leader is arrested. The opposition party has announced it will hold mass, non-violent, demonstrations and
a number of unions have said they will strike in support.

LFZZ/France Despite recent strikes, the French government has stated it will not back down from labor
reforms despite street protests and refinery blockades. The CGT Union has threatened to disrupt the
upcoming Euro 2016 soccer tournament if the government does not back down; however, after meeting
with representatives of the oil industry, government officials stated that the situation at fuel depots is
improving.

Ramadan starts on 06JUN, for one month. If you are operating to any Islamic countries, expect the usual
slowdown in work, longer processing times for permits, and closures.

OEZZ/Saudi FIR Saudi Arabia has intercepted a ballistic missile that was fired from Yemen, after which
Saudi aircraft bombarded the missile’s platform. A Saudi official stated that the country may reconsider
the kingdom'’s truce with Yemen, as a result of the strike. The missile launch was the second strike in May.

RCZZ/Taiwan On 31MAY, a 6.1 magnitude earthquake struck approximately 70 mi/115 km northeast of
Taipei. The quake was measured at a depth of about 150 mi/240 km. There were no reports of damage,
and no tsunami warning was issued.

UKZZ/Ukraine On 29MAY, attacks by pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine, violating the ceasefire signed



in February 2015, killed five Ukrainian military officers and wounded four others. The latest attacks follow a
24 May report released by Ukrainian authorities, stating seven soldiers were killed on that day, making it
the deadliest day for Ukrainian forces since August last year.

KZZZ/USA The State Dept has issued a warning to arriving travellers this summer to make sure that they
have all necessary documents to enter the United States - there have been multiple changes to the rules
this year (see Active Bulletins below for more on this).
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