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There’s been a lot of noise lately from the NAT, especially as we all come to grips with the removal of
oceanic clearances.

But it's important not to forget about the SAT - or South Atlantic. And it seems a CPDLC issue has been
regularly occurring in the Abidjan Area Control Center - a large chunk of airspace found south of Africa’s
Ivory Coast.

The issue arises from the fact that while the Abidjan ACC is geographically constrained by the much
larger Dakar FIR, it is responsible for its own control.

It seems that pilots have been incorrectly logging onto GOOO/Dakar rather than DIlIl/Abidjan when
transiting this airspace. ATC are concerned, and so a new SAT Ops Bulletin has been published. Here's a
closer look at what it contains, and how to mitigate this error on your next crossing.

The Airspace Picture

Part of the problem may be that pilots crossing the SAT are far less familiar with the airspace picture
than they are of its big brother, the NAT. So, he’s a quick crash course.

Over the South Atlantic lies the ‘Atlantic Ocean Random Routing Area’, or AORRA.

This is essentially a volume of airspace between FL290 - FL410 within the Atlantico, Accra, Comodoro
Rivadavia, Dakar, Dakar Oceanic, Ezeiza, Johannesburg Oceanic, Luanda and Montevideo FIRs.

This article is concerned with the Eastern Side of the AORRA - specifically the DIll/Abidjan ACC (Ivory
Coast) which is contained within the much larger GOOO/Dakar FIR and where the confusion is occurring.
Aircraft on routes that transit between South America and Sub-Saharan Africa will likely overfly this
airspace.


https://ops.group/blog/south-atlantic-bulletin-cpdlc-warning/
https://ops.group/dashboard/post/nat-update-oceanic-clearance-removal/
https://ops.group/dashboard/post/nat-update-oceanic-clearance-removal/
https://ops.group/blog/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/SAT-OPS-Bulletin-2024-001-SAT-CPDLC-Logon-Issues.pdf
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" Logon: DGAA
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The folk at the South Atlantic Steering Group (SAT SG for short) have reported more and more instances of
transiting aircraft incorrectly logging onto GOOO when they should be logging onto DIl while in
Abidjan’s airspace.

This then creates communication issues for ATC.
Panic Slowly

While this is cause for concern, SAT SG are quick to explain that in most cases this can be managed safely
but vastly increases workload for controllers who must manually resolve the mis-connection.

But occasionally the loss of comms has led to the activation of something called INCERFA - a top-secret
ICAO catchphrase for where uncertainty exists as to the safety of an aircraft or its occupants. This alert
phase carries its own protocols for ATC.

And so, the key message from the bulletin is this:

‘While Abdijan Airspace is geographically included within the Dakar FIR, it is essential that it is
treated as a separate sector for CPDLC logon purposes...’

Simple!
What to do

None of us like unexpected paperwork. So, the SAT SG has also provided us with flight crew procedures
to prevent communication problems when overflying Abidjan airspace. Check the SAT Ops Bulletin for
these in full, but here’s the lowdown:


https://www.icao.int/WACAF/Pages/Meeting-SAT-SG1.aspx
https://ops.group/blog/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/SAT-OPS-Bulletin-2024-001-SAT-CPDLC-Logon-Issues.pdf

Before Entering: Check logged onto Abidjan ACC using correct code (DIII). Confirm logon active by
checking uplink message response. Don’t log onto Dakar (GOOO) by mistake.

Failed Logon: Manually log on to DIII if auto fails. Notify Abidjan by voice ASAP if unable to establish
CPDLC connection. If practical, trouble shoot before entering.

Transition between Dakar and Abidjan: Monitor handoff carefully. Ensure CPDLC switches before
crossing the boundary. Verify correct CPDLC connection is active, especially entering Abidjan airspace.

Have more questions about the SAT?

You can reach the ICAO EUR/NAT office directly via icaoeurnat@icao.int.

For ops in the region, you might also be interested in this little guide on the South Atlantic Corridor we
wrote before. OPSGROUP members cash download it from the Dashboard here.
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This is the portion of airspace over the South Atlantic that links Europe with

Sauth Amorsca. It aits within the FIRs of GRCC/ Canarias, GVAC/Capa Verda,

GO00,/Dakar Oowanic, SBAD/ Allantico and SBRE/Rocile. Unlikoe the NAT, which has tracks that chango
twice daily, the EUR/SAM corridor is more standardized, and includes one scuthbownd airway (UNT41)
and ona northbound airway (UNBEBE) an the westarn side, and two bi-directional airways on the eastern
sl (UNBT3 and UNBST)

- AVEM,/ANPLO airspace between FL200-FLA10.

-SLOP cantre, 1inm or Znm eight.

=ACAS/TCAS 11 vorsion 7.1 required

- DET routing ok above FL245.

-Non RYSM aircralt may bo allowad to operate (state, b . <) buit likaly only diring
daytima.

«You must have HF radio. and be RNP10 certifiod. VHF radio alone is not enough. CPDLC/ADS-C is a bonus, but not
compulsary.

Advice from other,pilots

- Make suro you'ro carcying anough divarsion fual, you know your ETP"s and diversion airporis.

- Make sure your HF radios are working proporly. Thare's no radar coverage in the midele of the ocean, 5o you will
nood to make position raperts by HF radio (or CPDLC if oquippod).

pasition ropocting tial SBAD's and GDO0"s HF recoption can be palchy S0 oxpoct long pariods of

silance.

- KT will likely roquest your Mach Number and your SELCAL for tho cressin

- Overflight permits are not required for GECC and GVAC. Permits are roguired for all overflights of GOOD, SBAO and
SBRE

- Make murn your swarllEh parmit numbers or in arki ction 18 of your led ATC light plan, and
it possible iry to include the FIR crossing points in the routing section

[Comms]

SBRE - Somotimes you will be able (o talk via CPFDLT but thoy still profer to use VHF

SBAD - CPOLE is the primary comms and it works woll, HF is sccondary and works okay.

G000 - It can sometimes be hard to contact with them via HF or CPOLC. The major part of the crossing is done via HF,
80 i1 you are plasnning & step elimb or any deviation best request it with SBAD or with GVSC.

GVSE - HE /VHE is the primary comms, CPOLE is tha primary comms onky on airway UNTS1

IAiFports)

Al tha airports in the list bolow aro availalle H24, with the oxcoption of these throa

- SHFN /Fernando De Noramha is mot an international airport and is not avallable H24 Several restrictions apply
hero so this airport should not ba considered as an alternato.

-FHAW,/Asension is technically availabio H24 for amargancy diverts, but the local military authorities say that i
should not be used as an alternate, as they don’t have the infrastructure (o cope with diverts,

- FHSH,/St Holona is opan Tue-Thu 08-16, Fri 12-16, Sat 04-17, and you have to notify thom 48hrs in adwance if you
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ICAD 1ATA RWY METERS PCN APPROACH ATC PHONE

GCTS TFS TEMERIFE 07/25 3200  T9FAWT g BOCE +

GCLP LPA GRAN CAN 03L/21R 3100 S5FAWY 1Le GVAC + 2382411730

GVAC S0 2AL onne 3000  SSFAWT e G000 +221338692335

GVNP RAI PRAIA 0z/21 2100 49FBXU  VOR/DME SBAD £ DBRE +S5RI3G622742

£00Y DKR DAWAR  18/36 3500  B2FCXU NQ

oKy 149/32 2600 LCNSO O
GUCY BJL 06/29 3300 e
OBFN FEN FERNANDO 12/30 1850  30FCXU VOR/OME
0BFZ FOR FORTALEZA 13/31 2550  66FAXT VOR/DME
0BO0 NAT NATAL 12/30 70FAXT VOR/DME
OBRF REC 18/36 3000 S3IFBXT NQ
FHMAW AS! ASCENSION 13/31 3050  I7FDWT  VOR/DME

FHSH HLE ST HELENA 0119 1950 SIREWT VOR/DME
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https://ops.group/dashboard/briefings/opsicle-the-south-atlantic-corridor/
https://ops.group/dashboard/briefings/opsicle-the-south-atlantic-corridor/

