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Brazil Airspace changes for Olympics 18MAY A number of airspace changes, and specific procedures
for aircrew and ATC, have been created for Brazil in advance of the 2016 Olympic Games, which start on
05AUG. Read the article.

Increase in Fake Nav Charges 18MAY We’ve seen an increasing variety of bogus emails, that at first
glance look like they are from Eurocontrol – but aren’t. It’s a concern: instead of sending your Nav Fees
payment to Eurocontrol, you’ve actually sent it to a suburb of Lagos. Read the article.

LFZZ/France A French national call to strike is planned for 19MAY. Several public service unions have
echoed this call, including USAC-CGT for the DGAC. Please check the NOP Portal for the latest advisories.

BIKF/Keflavik Closures here and in BIRD/Reykjavik Oceanic airspace continue due to ATC Industrial
action. Plan all flights to or within Icelandic airspace with caution. Iceland strike continues … Read Full
Article.

UIBB/Bratsk has multiple new restrictions of ATC hours, RFF categories, and availability as alternate.
Check A1923.

PLCH/Christmas Island will not supply JetA1 to non-scheduled flights, shortage until 26MAY. Landing
permits are now required at least three days prior, and can be obtained via email at cal02@mcttd.gov.ki.

EGLL/London Heathrow will have an emergency exercise on 21MAY. If you see smoke or fire, it’s most
likely from there.
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N90/New York Airports The FAA has withdrawn its proposed slot program which was extremely
restrictive to non-scheduled operators. The FAA is withdrawing the NPRM to allow for further evaluation of
these changes.

KZZZ/United States the FAA has updated it’s list of Critical DME’s. When these critical DME’s are not
available, it results in navigation service which is not sufficient for DME/DME/IRU operations along all or
portions of a specific route or procedure. This is mainly an issue for Non-GPS equipped aircraft.

CYUL/Montreal has added a new International wing to the terminal as of 12MAY. The 65,620-square-
foot expansion includes 8,611 square feet of additional retail space and six new boarding gates.

SOOO/Cayenne FIR issued NOTAM A0141/16 advising that the due to the SOCA CPDLC system trail,
datalink connection may be lost. If unable to communicate by CPDLC then they advise to contact SOOO or
SOCA VIA normal HF frequencies until 24JUN.

North Atlantic The London Met Office has issued it’s North Atlantic tropical storm seasonal forecast
for 2016.

EZZZ/Europe an annual large scale military exercise called “NATO Tiger Meet 2016” will be held from
16MAY to 27MAY in Spain. NOTAMs LE D1109/16 and D1272/16 have been issued along with
a map detailing the area.

LOWW/Vienna has introduced 2 new RNP(AR) approaches RNAV (RNP) N RWY 16 and RNAV (RNP) E RWY
16. The Austrian AIS has issued AIC A 5/16 covering the additions.

LKPR/Prague officials stated that they are working to assess the security at LKPR as they begin to
implement the government’s security recommendations. The measures, including face recognition
technology, should be fully introduced within 12 to 18 months. Security has increased in response to the
attacks in Brussels. Heavily armed soldiers continue to patrol LKPR.

Arabian Peninsula on 11MAY the Centre for Disease Control CDC issued an Alert Level 2 for MERS in the
Arabian Peninsula.

NZZC/Christchurch FIR has issued NOTAM B2740/16 advising of recent activity for Volcano Mount
Ruapehu. No current eruption but concern for increased likelihood of eruption exists.

FHSH/St. Helena has received its certification to begin commercial flight operations. An 1850 meter
runway, a 3500 sq m airport terminal and other associated infrastructure, such as access roads, bulk fuel
installations, water supplies and aerodrome ground lighting have been installed and are ready for
operational use. However – concerns remain about windshear which is currently delaying acceptance of
traffic.

HKZZ/Kenya The U.S filed an advisory with IATA stating that Kenyan airspace is unsafe due to a
possibility of extremist or militant activity within Kenyan airspace as Al Shabaab has demonstrated the
capability and intent to conduct terrorist attacks in Kenya targeting, among others, US/Western interests
including aviation interests.

EGPX/Scottish Scottish Control is changing to a new ATC system this week: expect airspace restrictions.
ATC advises a fundamental level of change in the method of operation within Scottish Upper Airspace will
result. There is no change to the Oceanic Operation, and Domestic CPDLC will be available at all
times from 17MAY.

CYMM/Fort McMurray, Canada remains closed due to Forest Fires; only emergency and evacuation
flights are allowed.

EHZZ/Amsterdam FIR The Netherlands has revised procedures for obtaining Special Permission for
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overflying or landing aircraft on delivery, ferry flights, or other circumstances where a normal Certificate of
Airworthiness is not in place. Read the article. Questions should be directed to our ferry team at
service@fsbureau.org.

View the full International Bulletin 18MAY2016

Brazil airspace changes for Olympics
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

A number of airspace changes, and specific procedures for aircrew and ATC, have been created for Brazil
in advance of the 2016 Olympic Games, which start on 05AUG.

Big chunks of prohibited and restricted airspace will take effect in BELO HORIZONTE, BRASI LIA, MANAUS,
RIO DE JANEIRO, SALVADOR, and SAO PAULO – the focus cities for the games.

The current instrument departure and arrival procedures are not going to be suspended and/or canceled,
despite the restrictions imposed by the activation of these areas.

Special departure and arrival procedures have been designed for SBSP, SBGR, SBGL, and SBRJ.

Airports affected will be slot controlled for the Olympics from 19JUL until 23SEP –  these are SBBH, SBBR,
SBCF, SBGL, SBGR, SBKP, SBRJ, and SBSP. Slots can be arranged directly by operators at the CGNA
homepage.

That’s the skinny. If you need the full details, read the 122 page AIC 07/16.

 

Overflights without a full Airworthiness
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Certificate
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

For many countries, if an aircraft is operating normally, no Overflight or Landing permit is required.
Sometimes, however, the aircraft will not meet full airworthiness requirements but is still safe to fly.

New deliveries, ferry flights to a new operator, maintenance flights, or positioning to storage, may all
have special circumstances that normally result in the aircraft operating with a Special Airworthiness
Certificate.

https://ops.group/blog/overflights-without-a-full-airworthiness-certificate/


Special Airworthiness Certificates

The most common type of Special Airworthiness Certificate is a regular Ferry Permit. The FAA call this a
‘Special Flight permit’, EASA’s term is a ‘Permit to Fly’. It is issued by the Country of registration and
allows an aircraft to be flown on a specific route and date, eg. for delivery, maintenance, transfer of
ownership.

Other types of Special Airworthiness Certificate categories are Restricted (eg. modified special
purposeaircraft like NASA’s 747SP with a telescope, or Pratt & Whitney’s 747 engine testbed),
Experimental (like the Lockheed Martin X-55.

 

Special Permit (Flight Authorisation)

Every aircraft operating on a Special Airworthiness Certificate requires a Special Authorisation from
each country being overflown or landed in. This is normally requested from the Ministry of Transport for
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that country, or the technical department of the Civil Aviation Authority. Official processing times are up to
20 days.

Specific to foreign operators flying to or over the USA, the FAA term for this is ‘Special Flight
Authorization’.

EU Blacklist – Special Permit

For Operators that are on the current EU Blacklist under Annex A (airlines that are banned from operating
in the European Union) and Annex B (airlines that are permitted to operate in the European Union only
under specific conditions), a Special Permit can also be obtained to allow flights that are required to
operate to the EU for maintenance or other reasons. A separate permit is required from each EU country
enroute.

Together with obtaining a Special Permit for each EU country overflown, SAFA must be notified, and the
standard Eurocontrol FPL Alarming system must be deactivated for your flight.

Processing Fees

The cost to obtain a Special Permit is different for each country, according to complexity and Civil Aviation
and Ministry of Transport charges.

What’s the easiest way to file a request for a Special Permit? 

Many can now be done online through the Flight Service permit tool.

 

 

You can also contact service@fsbureau.org for any questions.

Dutch overflights: Special Permits
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

The Netherlands has revised procedures for obtaining Special Permission for overflying or landing
aircraft on delivery, ferry flights, or other circumstances where a normal Certificate of Airworthiness is not
in place.

The government charge for this is €267. Questions should be directed to our ferry team at
service@fsbureau.org.

Document: https://www.ilent.nl/english/Images/ILT%20231%2001%20-%20Application%20nati
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onal%20permit%20to%20fly_tcm343-374252.pdf

Further reading: Special Permits and Flight Authorisations.

FHSH/ St. Helena – Local Traffic Regulations
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

ST HELENA GOVERNMENT AIRAC AIP SUP S001/2016 23 JUN 2016

FHSH AD 2.20 – LOCAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

St Helena is strictly PPR. Contact the Aerodrome Administration.1.

Compliance with local aerodrome requirements is mandatory.2.

St Helena is a remote location and classified as a Category C aerodrome. Prior to flight3.
operations, all required members of the flight crew must have received specific training with
respect to operations into Category C airports, including the effect of adverse weather
conditions, severe turbulence and recovery from windshear conditions.

Aircraft operators wishing to use St Helena must take all reasonable measures to ensure crew4.
and aircraft are adequately prepared before planning to fly to the aerodrome, especially the
potential for the need to divert.

Specific approval from the aircraft operator’s regulator for flights to Category C airports must5.
be in force.

A Category C airport briefing for St Helena must be given prior to every flight.6.

In addition to routine MET information/reporting operators’ attention is drawn to the7.
following:

i. Wind generally from the south-easterly direction throughout the year. However, in the locality of the
RWY 20 threshold the wind strength and direction can vary rapidly and by great magnitude;

Strong wind warnings will be issued when wind at any point of the aerodrome is forecast to2.
have a two minute mean speed of 20 KT or greater, and/or wind gusts equal or greater than 28
KT;

Wind Shear warnings will be issued for approaches onto RWY 02 and/or RWY 20 when the two3.
minute mean speed indicated by the touchdown anemometer is forecast to reach a two minute
mean speed of 20 KT or greater, and/or the vector difference between the two minute mean
surface wind and wind 2000’ above the aerodrome exceeds 40 KT, and/or a THUNDERSTORM
or HEAVY SHOWER is within 10 KM of the aerodrome:

For landing on RWY 20 a windshear warning will be issued when wind velocities in excess of a4.
two minute mean wind speed value 20kt gusting 35kt are observed;

On downwind and final approach to RWY 20 the control tower will provide two minute mean5.
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wind values from the northern anemometer tower.

Attention should be paid to the WIND DIRECTION indicators located on the West side of the1.
runway, near each touch-down area. These will reflect unexpected and rapid wind changes.
Occasionally, they may indicate wind from opposite directions to the velocity provided;

When landing on Runway 20 “SEVERE” wind shear and/or turbulence may be experienced2.
below 400 feet above the Runway threshold. Onset is quick with maximum intensity
immediate;

Strong down- or up- draughts are to be expected near the threshold of Runway 20;3.

When landing on Runway 02 “WEAK” to “MODERATE” wind shear / turbulence may4.
beexperienced on final approach.

Wind Information on downwind and final approach, based on two minutes mean windvalues on5.
final approach and touch down. Instantaneous wind read out, crosswind and

tailwind components will be provided at pilot’s request;

A service message will be promulgated whenever winds exceed 15 knots;6.

It is recommended that first time operators carry out an approach in a low drag configuration7.
to assess the weather and windshear conditions on Final Approach to Runway 20 prior to a
landing approach;

Where feasible, operators should assess the implications of landing with a tailwind component8.
on runway 02 in the event that conditions on approach to runway 20 are too severe for
landing;

The preferred take-off runway is 20.9.

Operators must obtain a meteorological forecast for the flight prior to take off and,where10.
possible, a briefing from the MET forecaster based at the airport.

Long-term or overnight aircraft may require relocation on the apron if scheduled movements8.
are due on the following day.

Isolated parking for aircraft with Unlawful Interference is on the taxiway.9.

Pilots are advised to manoeuvre with extreme care when taxiing to the take-off point for10.
Runway 02/20 due to the use of the extended starter strip for the runway, and proximity to the
cliff edge.

Pilots should be aware of a daily Radiosonde launch from the MET Station at Bottom Woods11.
(approximately 2nm north-west of the aerodrome). The launch is carried out at 11:15 UTC.

Caution – cliff dwelling bird activity in the vicinity of the aerodrome.12.

The wearing of high visibility clothing by all employed on the apron including flight crew and13.
attendants is mandatory and is to be fastened up. It is the responsibility of the aircraft captain
to ensure passengers are escorted by aircrew or ground staff at all times when on foot in
external areas of the aerodrome.

Diversion Procedure – Operators are required to have made arrangements for ground14.



handlingpriortoarrival.Nothinginthisprocedureshallhowever,preventanaircraft thathas
declared an emergency from landing.

It is a requirement that every airline using St Helena must have local orders compatible with15.
St HelenaAirportEmergencyPlan.Aviationoperatorsshouldalsonotethatitis theirresponsibility to
recover disabled aircraft and aircraft wreckage. They must have appropriate arrangements in
place, and confirmed in writing to St Helena Airport, before commencing flying operations into
the aerodrome. St Helena Airport will act as coordinating body throughout the recovery
operationandhasonlylimitedequipment whichmaybeusedtoassistintherecoveryof aircraft.

Care should be exercised due to the proximity of other aircraft when manoeuvring.16.

RWY 20 is the preferential runway.DEPARTURE CLEARANCE PROCEDURES17.

No SID/STARS, ATC clearance subject Traffic18.

Midweek Briefing 11MAY: Reykjavik Oceanic
Closure, Australia to turn off Navaids
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

Reykjavik Oceanic Closure 11MAY Operators planning eastbound flights across the NAT should be
aware of a NOTAM issued earlier by Reykjavik Oceanic/Iceland ATC, that essentially asks traffic to avoid
the airspace wherever possible, due to further ATC Industrial Action. Read the article.

Australia to turn off Navaids 11MAY On 26MAY, Australia will switch off around 180 different VOR’s,
NDB’s, and other ground-based Navaids. All international operators will be required to have GNSS/GPS as
primary navigation. Read the article.
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CYMM/Fort McMurray, Canada is closed due to Forest Fires; only emergency and evacuation flights are
allowed.

EGPX/Scottish Expect delays from 17MAY when controllers change to a new ATC system. ATC advises
a fundamental level of change in the method of operation within Scottish Upper Airspace will result. There
is no change to the Oceanic Operation, and Domestic CPDLC will be available at all times from 17MAY.

KATL/Atlanta closed one of its three security checkpoints in the domestic terminal for three weeks and
will reopen 25MAY. They have added additional security lines to the other 2 checkpoints in hopes of
reducing the impact. Plan for extra time if you are heading through ATL in the next few weeks.

LGZZ/Greece An update on 09MAY was issued for the slot allocation Rules and Guidelines for all Greek
Coordinated Airports. The updated document can be found at GABA report.

YZZZ/Australia CASA has issued clarification as to who is responsible for Terrain Clearance when ATC
instructs an aircraft to “resume own navigation”. Consistent with ICAO standard, while under radar vectors
below the MSA, ATC assumes responsibility for Terrain Clearance. The AIC is worthwhile refresher
reading as this applies to most International Ops.

OYRN/Mukalla has reopened after it was recently re-captured by government and Emirati soldiers. It is
currently only accepting humanitarian and aid flights.

HKIS/Isiolo is a new airport in Kenya that will be operational in early JUN. The new facility will cater to
domestic and international flights and will have annual passenger capacity of 125,000 and a 1400m
runway. Isiolo is located near many national reserves, approximately 125 mi/200 km northeast of Nairobi.

BIRD/Reykjavik Oceanic Operators planning eastbound flights across the NAT should be aware of a
NOTAM issued earlier by Reykjavik Oceanic/Iceland ATC, that essentially asks traffic to avoid the airspace
wherever possible, due to further ATC Industrial Action. Eastbound flights in particular will not be accepted
into the airspace unless … Read Full Article.

LIZZ/Italy Another ATC Industrial Action in Eurore has been announced for 14MAY, this time in Italy and
affecting only part of operational personnel. Only some air navigation services may be affected. The
following NOTAM has been issued.

EGLL/London Heathrow has been identified as the airport most affected in the UK by laser strike
incidents with 121 in 2015, followed by EGBB/Birmingham with 94, EGCC/Manchester recording 93 and
EGNM/Leeds Bradford with 77.

SKBO/Bogota has introduced a significant enhancement to the current ATC infrastructure by adding
Secondary Surveillance Radar or SSR. The Columbian CAA issued AIC A07/16 to cover the upgrade. This
will help increase the level of safety for operations in SKBO, especially given the terrain in the vicinity.

WZZZ/Indonesia The Visa-Free Program has expanded to Nationals from a total of 169 countries and are
now eligible to enter Indonesia without a visa.  Although the regulation is silent on the allowable activities
under this status, the previous version of the law restricted its use to tourism.

LFPG/Paris The first IFR LPV approach was implemented at LFPG for Runway 26L on 03MAY The new
approach mirrors Cat I ILS approach minimums, including a 200-foot decision height, and it is supported by
the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS).

WSZZ/Singapore has introduced a system called ATLAS (Air Transportation License and Administration
System), for obtaining the application, renewal and administration of licences and permits for scheduled
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and non-scheduled air services.

View the full International Bulletin for 11MAY2016

Reykjavik Oceanic Closure
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

BIRD/Reykjavik Oceanic Operators planning eastbound flights across the NAT should be aware of a
NOTAM issued earlier by Reykjavik Oceanic/Iceland ATC, that essentially asks traffic to avoid the airspace
wherever possible, due to further ATC Industrial Action. Eastbound flights in particular will not be accepted
into the airspace unless:

– Destination is in Iceland, Scandinavia, Baltic States or Russia
– Departure point is west of Denver (105W)

Refer to NOTAM A0248/16

We recommend to monitor BIRD/Iceland NOTAMs carefully as similar restrictions can apply in the next few
days.

FL200 – or 2,000ft? International differences
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016
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The key to this incident in Ireland, just published by the AAIU, is the wording of a departure clearance to a
corporate jet departing EIKY/Kerry – “Climb Flight Level Two Hundred”.

The crew report states: “Our altitude climb instruction was “climb level Two Hundred”. We read back the
clearance and began the departure. As we began to climb we had some confusion as to what the altitude
clearance limit was as we were unsure what level Two Hundred meant. We levelled at Two Thousand feet
to ensure we didn’t exceed any altitude limits”

US operators are used to Flight Levels being that airspace above 18,000 ft, and in Ireland, as in
much of Europe, Flight Levels can be as low as FL060 (6,000ft) – depending on the transition level – this
international difference appears to have been the root cause of the confusion.

Standard ICAO phraseology dictates that “FL200” is Flight-Level-Two-Zero-Zero, but the UK in CAP413
suggest using “Flight-Level-Two-Hundred” to avoid confusion with FL210; this edict has been adopted de-
facto many European ATC agencies.

The concern in this case, raised by ATC in Shannon, was that the aircraft levelled out at 2,000ft in the
direction of high terrain – with, it appears from the report, real potential for CFIT.

http://www.aaiu.ie/sites/default/files/report-attachments/REPORT%202016-005.pdf
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The full report is here.

Eurocontrol – Cargo Flights alerts
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

In 2012, the EU put in place the EU ACC3 program – air carriers that fly cargo or mail from a non-EU airport
to an EU airport must ensure that all cargo and mail carried to the EU is physically screened or comes from
a secure supply chain which is validated.

Air carrier stations in third countries are required to have undergone an audit to obtain an EU Aviation
Security Validation in order to acquire or maintain their ACC3 designation. This validation needs to be
reissued every five years, according to the EU Regulations.

On 01FEB16, Eurocontrol set up a NM ACC3 alerting system –  checking Flight Plans, and sending a
message to the European Commission and the relevant EU Member State/s when a flight is identified as
not having the correct ACC3 accreditation.

 

 

Australia is turning off its Navaids – are you
ready?
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016
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On the 26th of May, Australia will switch off around 180 different VOR’s, NDB’s, and other ground-based
Navaids. Those that escape the cull – about 245 of them – will form the basis of their new “Backup
Navigation Network”, or BNN.

For International Operators, in short, Australia wants you to navigate with GNSS as your primary means of
navigation. The new standards, from 26MAY, are:

Oceanic Routes: RNP4 if able, otherwise RNP10

Continental Routes: RNP2

SIDs and STARs: RNP1

Non Precision approaches: RNP APCH (ie. RNAV(GNSS)

CASA will issue an exemption if you have an existing RNAV1 or RNAV2 approval based on GNSS from
your National Authority, but you must have either the above RNP capabilities, or the exemption, to operate
in Australian Airspace from 26MAY.

Further reading:

Australia AIC 10/16

Australia AIC 11/16

 

https://www.casa.gov.au/standard-page/applying-navigation-approval
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Midweek Briefing 04MAY: New US CBP
Airport, Iceland ATC Strike continues
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016
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New US CBP Airport 04MAY A new US Customs facility opened in KMTH/Marathon on 20APR, to facilitate
increased traffic to Cuba. Read the article.

Iceland ATC Strike continues 04MAY Icelandic controllers are in a pay dispute with Isavia, leading to
multiple strike actions at BIKF/Keflavik and BIRK/Reykjavik. Last week BIKF was closed overnight at short
notice. Read the article.

EHAM/Amsterdam and other Dutch airports will observe a two minute silence on ATC frequencies today,
04MAY, from 1800-1803Z. ATC will arrange traffic flow so that no aircraft will land or taxi during this
period, meaning likely delays, albeit for a short period.

SECU/Cuenca, Ecuador remains closed after an E190 slid off the main runway on 29APR, latest estimate
is no reopening before 06MAY.

CZZZ/Canada Visa-exempt foreign nationals can enter and exit Canada by air without an Electronic Travel
Authorization until 29SEP2016. After that date, these travelers will need to obtain online authorization to
visit.

BIZZ/Iceland Multiple ATC Strike actions for BIRK and BIKF are ongoing, check NOTAMS and with handler
for latest. Read article.

TFFR/Guadeloupe has ongoing main runway closures due to WIP, current shown are 04MAY 0200-1015Z,
17MAY 1000Z- 18MAY 1600Z. Only helicopters will be allowed to operate during these periods.

UIBB/Bratsk has a fuel shortage until 31MAY, non-scheduled movements are by PPR only.

NWWW/Tontouta has an ATC staff shortage and requires slots for arrival until 31MAY, Tel +687 352437.
Work on 11/29 is also ongoing, check NOTAMS for any current outages, which will close the airport.

EGGX/Shanwick is trialling transferring westbound flights direct to a HF frequency rather than via an
initial VHF frequency, using CPDLC. The default frequencies will be HF 5649 H24, 2872 0000-0900 and
1800-2400, and 8879 0900-2100.

PAZA/Anchorage has published new procedures Eff 28APR for User Preferred Routes within the PAZA FIR,
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refer A0075/16.

SVZZ/Venezuela changed timezones on 01MAY to UTC-4. In addition, all public offices, including public
ministries, will only operate on Mondays and Tuesdays until further notice.

TTZP/Piarco FIR is trialing ADS-C and CPDLC with ident TTZP until 31MAY. Flights entering the FIR east of
57W should log on 15 minutes prior to the boundary with TTZP.

UHSS/Yuzhno has advised that B777 aircraft are limited to 310T during the summer period.

UIAA/Chita is only available as alternate for one specific airline (Aurora) between 0930-2100Z. Outside
these times ops normal.

WSZZ/Singapore has introduced a fingerprint clearance system to verify the thumbprints of arriving and
departing travelers ages six and above at select immigration checkpoints. The system will be progressively
implemented starting at the manned immigration counters of sea and land checkpoints, followed by air
checkpoints until full implementation is completed in the months ahead. Travelers should be prepared for
slightly longer immigration clearance times at manned checkpoints, especially during the initial
implementation stage of the project.

YZZZ/Australia Border Force employees have been banned from taking industrial action at airports for
three months; the threat of ongoing strike action caused much concern for operations in March.

RJTT/Haneda the airport authority has changed the number of slots available for general aviation aircraft.
Effective 25APR, slots for GA during the daytime (0600-2259 local) will be increased to 16 total for arrival
and departure (from eight in the past). Note that there are no slots restrictions for night time operations
(2300-0559 local).

CYVR/Vancouver will have one of its main runways 08R/26L closed nightly between the hours of 05-13Z
08MAY-02SEPT for construction. During the day (13-05Z) the runway will have the ILS on 08R/26L out of
service, along with no approach lighting on runway 26L.

SLZZ/Bolivia Certain medications prescribed for personal use are treated as narcotics in Bolivia, with
severe penalties for import or export without a valid prescription from a doctor; make sure you carry a
letter from a doctor describing the medical condition and any prescribed drugs and that they are in their
original containers and clearly labelled.

EBBR/Brussels has partially reopened the departure hall, which has remained closed since 22MAR. 110
Check-in counters will be open in the airport departure hall along with an additional 36 counters that are
housed in temporary buildings. The EBBR airport authority expects this will bring the airport up to 80% of
capacity.

EZZZ/Europe Bulgaria, Turkey and Romania will begin a project to interface their ATC systems so they
can handle a significant build-up of airspace traffic in the Black Sea area. New routes are expected by mid
2016.

LEZZ/Spain The Spanish F1 Grand Prix is being held from 13MAY-15MAY and will bring heavier than
normal traffic to LEBL/Barcelona and LEGE/Girona.

HEZZ/Egypt Individual travellers will in the future require a visa before entering Egypt. The exact date of
the implementation of this rule is not yet determined. The visa must be applied for from the Egyptian
embassy and the consulate generals before departure.

GVZZ/Cape Verde Aviation officials issued a statement announcing that national airports are open and
operational. The statement was released following reports that flight operations had been suspended at
the country’s airports.



ORZZ/Iraq Iran canceled all flights to Baghdad following a breach of the International Area by protesters
on 30APR. The demonstrations have caused problems for pilgrimage flights to Baghdad, and those flights
will operate instead to ORNI/Najaf.

VIDP/Delhi has opened a new ATC tower (which is the country’s tallest at 60 metres). VIDP will also be
starting construction on a 4th runway this year and is expected to be completed by 2018 which will
increase the airport arrival rate to 105 landings an hour, and will mitigate the common airborne holding.

View the full International Bulletin for 04MAY 2016

Iceland ATC Strike continues
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

Icelandic Air Traffic Controllers are currently in a pay dispute with airport operator Isavia and service
organisation SA-Business Iceland. Controllers are at work, but a ban on all overtime has been in place
since 06APR. Last week, two controllers were taken ill and, because of the work-to-rule, no cover could be
found.

The result was a shutdown of BIKF/Keflavík International Airport, a regular tech stop and alternate for the
NAT, between 9pm and 7am.

Similar closures are currently NOTAMed for BIKF and BIRK in the coming days, notifying multiple further
ATC strike actions.
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New US CBP facility at Marathon
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

A new US CBP facility facility opened in KMTH/Marathon on 20APR, to facilitate increased traffic to Cuba.
The Customs facility is located mid-field at the terminal, on Twy A.

Operating hours are Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00 AM – 5:30 PM with after hours callouts available.

Phone: 305-289-2029
Fax: 305-289-2059

This is a fee based facility ($50 for all pistons and turbine fee based on aircraft size) which offers a non-
towered airport and much less traffic than the larger airports such as TMB and MIA.

From AIN online:

For the first time in approximately three decades, U.S. Customs and Immigration service is now available
at the Florida Keys Marathon International Airport, with last week’s inauguration of a new 4,200-sq-ft
permanent Customs and Border Patrol facility located in the former commercial terminal. In anticipation of
the achievement, the airport recently added “International” to its name.

Located midfield on Taxiway Alpha, U.S. Customs is regularly available from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday though Sunday, with after-hours callout service available with 24 hours’ notice. Cost for the
$1.6 million facility was split equally between the Florida Department of Transportation and the Monroe
County Airport Authority, said Thomas Henderson, assistant county airports director and Marathon Airport
manager.

According to the Marathon Jet Center, the only FBO that pumps jet-A at the airport, after Customs
clearance, pilots can request fuel to be delivered to the aircraft in the Customs area, depending on traffic,
a feature that would waive facility fees for turbine-powered aircraft. The general aviation, non-towered
airport is open 24/7 and features a 5,000-foot runway.
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Most expensive ATC in Europe?
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

Let’s say you have a flight heading to Europe tomorrow, and you’re routing it eastbound via: Shanwick
(EGGX), Shannon (EISN), and London (EGTT) FIR’s into Amsterdam.

Do you have any idea what it  costs to talk to each controller, on an hourly basis?

The answer might surprise you. We’ll assume you’re crossing in a B737, weighing around 80 tons (or
175,000 lbs). For an hour’s worth of ATC on the Ocean, it’s 50 bucks.

Next up, you’ll talk to Shannon – and this will cost you about $300 an hour in your B737. As soon as you
enter London’s airspace – same service – that rate goes up to about $1000 an hour.

For the above example, you’ll have paid these charges, in USD:

https://ops.group/blog/most-expensive-atc-in-europe/


Shanwick(Oceanic): $50

Shannon(Ireland): $280

London(UK): $780

Worth knowing, right? Eurocontrol publishes a list of Unit Rates each month – the current one for May 2016
is below. So who is the most expensive? Simple answer: Switzerland. Followed closely by the UK,
Germany and Italy. As you can see, there are huge variations.

The Unit charge in each is what you will pay in a 50 ton aircraft (the Boeing 717 is bang on this weight),
for 50nm of that airspace. So, enter the Swiss FIR for 50 miles in a B717, and you’ll get a bill for €104. If
you operate a larger aircraft, then a weight factor is applied, for example, multiply everything by 1.25 for a
B737. (If you want the maths, here’s the formula).

These are the May Unit Rates, just published, in order of expense, in Euro, which is $1.15 right now.

ICAO Airspace Unit
Rate

LS Switzerland € 104.14
EG United Kingdom € 92.12
ED Germany € 82.68
LI Italy € 80.17
LO Austria € 73.72
LE Spain Continent. € 71.78
LF France € 67.63
EH Netherlands € 67.09
EB Belg.-Luxembourg € 65.50
LJ Slovenia € 65.47
ES Sweden € 63.02
EK Denmark € 61.91
LU Moldova € 59.37
GC Spain Canarias € 58.45
EF Finland € 56.32
LZ Slovak Republic € 52.63
LW FYROM € 52.36
LD Croatia € 48.02
LA Albania € 45.61
EY Lithuania € 44.99
LK Czech Republic € 43.06
LQ Bosnia Herzeg. € 41.88
EN Norway € 41.05
LP Portugal Lisboa € 39.99
UD Armenia € 38.65
LY Serb.-Montenegro-KFOR € 37.06
LR Romania € 36.48
LG Greece € 36.11

http://www.eurocontrol.int/articles/establishing-route-charges


LH Hungary € 35.04
EP Poland € 33.84
LC Cyprus € 33.66
EI Ireland € 29.76
EV Latvia € 27.40
LM Malta € 25.88
LT Turkey € 25.69
UG Georgia € 23.80
LB Bulgaria € 22.68
AZ Portugal S M € 10.89

Further reading:

Eurocontrol Guide to Route Charges

Ferry Flight from Seattle: Boeing 707
Mark Zee
18 May, 2016
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We’ve sent out a lot of updates in the last 12 months about changes on the North Atlantic; if we go back
45 years you’ll see that navigating was a little different – but for all that has changed, much is still the
same.

This Flight Log is from the Delivery Flight (KSEA/Seattle-EGLL/London Heathrow) of Boeing 707 G-APFN,
which took place on 18NOV1960.

Home via the Pole

Our take-off weight was 130,500kg, of which 72,000kg represented full tanks. We needed, with all
allowances, 66,500kg of fuel for the 4,210 n.m. flight. Estimated flight time 8hr 42min on a minimum-time
track, with average +24kt wind component, calculated by BOAC’s New York dispatching office and
received in Seattle by telephone. The 72,000kg of fuel would give us 11 hr 48 min endurance.

Track: Carmi, Churchill, Frobisher, 64°N at 50°W, 56°N at 10°W, Bush Mills, London. Flight level
330 to 90°W, 370 to 20°W, then 410. Take-off about 1700hr local, 0100Z (GMT). Take-off clearance:
“Climb on runway heading to 3,000ft: left turn to heading 340° to intercept 030° radial of Seattle VOR:
climb NE-bound until 15,000ft via direct Carmi: maintain flight level 330. Transition height, 24,500ft
because of the mountains. Gets dark during climb, red rotating beacons reflecting off pods; flight deck
almost Christmas-like in red and white lights on grey panels: everyone head-down working hard, except
pilots peering into night sky. We press on to cruising height, mostly using DR plot and scattered NDBs with
occasional VOR. Talking to all sorts of stations on VHF and HF, asking for position reports to be passed to
BOAC at Montreal.

Distinctly Canadian accents on radio. Change heading from 025° to 060°. Meet jarring turbulence:
navigator’s plot shows sharp wind-change: radar shows thunderstorms: temperature drops rapidly; lights
dimmed and captain stares into black night, hand on autopilot heading control. This is a jet stream—and
rough! Decide to climb straight to 370 to get clear, and notify control. Using both VHF and HF almost
constantly. Pass Tippo Lake at 0202Z estimating Churchill at 0300Z. Dull, furtive veils of northern lights
snaking above us—

ADFs tuned to Frobisher NDB, no astro. Outside air temperature—52°C. Hear SAS over-the-Pole flight
asking to climb from 280 to 310 at 0449Z, position 70 °W, 66 °N. KLM flight is there too. Northern lights
seem to have gone. We talk to “Leeway” on VHF.

0445Z: Note from co-pilot Lee, “Leeway is defence radar at Frobisher: we saw their lights on the ground:



have now returned to compass steering: will get radar fix on No 2 VHF at about 0455Z: now reporting to
Goose on No 1 HF.” Our report, read from a form, gives estimate for 64°N, 67°W as 0509Z, the wind found,
fuel state and consumption, speed, ETA for London and much besides. Goose asked to repeat to Gander
and Montreal for BOAC, to Sondrestrom for ATC. Sondrestrom cannot understand, so Goose changes HF
frequency to try again. “Leeway” fixes us by radar at 120 miles. SAS and two other BOAC aircraft talking
on HF. Navigator plotting all the time; engineer fills in fuel tables every 5,000kg, about every 40min.
Pressurizing on one turbocompressor and two direct engine bleeds.  We call Prestwick on HF, apparently
without reply.

0530Z: Northern lights sneak up again. ADF tuned to Kook Island NDB, mid-west of Greenland, and we see
its lights below. Whoever lives there? No. 2 ADF getting Christiansund NDB, 320 miles away on southern
tip of Greenland. At 37,000ft: TAS 475kt; two minutes up on ETA; winds northerly; engines at 88 per cent
r.p.m.; radar tilted down 7° for mapping.

0542Z: Temperature — 55°C. Air has been smooth for hours. Captain and navigator still hard at it, co-
pilots and engineer relieved. Passenger cabin a dark, empty tunnel—only nine seats fitted. Dead of night,
northern lights stealing about.

0625Z: At 35°W and 37,000ft. Hope to climb at 30″W. Three min ahead of plan. No VHF contacts. Iceland
cannot hear our HF, so relaying via Sondrestrom. Expect to contact weather ship on VHF at 0645 and get
fix. Nearest to Iceland at 0700. Many other aircraft south of us calling Gander. Receive HF weather
broadcast from Shannon giving shallow fog for most British airfields; also Canadian maritime weather
broadcast from Gander. Frobisher has a 9,000ft runway good for a diversion. Our point of no return relates
to Gander. But now we have the feel of the other side and are heading south-east for Britain.
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0800Z: Wake with a start from sleep to see a hard yellow, copper and pale green dawn rising over us. Still
making 480kt true on 132°. ATC has held us down to 37,000ft; passing 10°W and estimating Bush Mills at
0830Z. Windscreen frames now thickly coated with frost. The sun begins to shine dazzlingly straight in at
the windscreen, and shades are down, lights turned low. Outside temperature — 48 °C. Captain still in
seat. Navigator makes complete table of airways check-point ETAs for Red 1 and Amber 1 via Belfast, Isle
of Man, Wallasey, Lichfield, Daventry, Beacon Hill and Watford to LAP’s runway 28R.

Descent to begin at 0852 and to last 24 min at mean TAS of 364kt, using 800kg fuel. Engineers plan
pressurization management between bleeds and turbos when throttled back on descent. ETA London
0916Z with 19,000kg of fuel remaining at 1,000ft. The tip of Ireland is painting well on radar at 60 miles.
Sun is blinding. A leaden sea visible between dollops of cloud thrown almost up to our level in polar
maritime cold air. IAS 250kt; M0.82; r.p.m. 88 per cent; o.a.t. — 48 °C; cabin height 6,000ft. Navigator
hands time plot to co-pilot and relaxes slightly. HF weather reports in French. Cillard RAF radar (in
Scotland?) has us. English voices, clipped and calm in welcoming efficiency.

0820Z: Ireland in sight. Centre and reserve tanks now dry, remaining fuel distributed in wings.

0837Z: Cillard loses us and we switch to Scottish Airways control. Estimate Isle of Man at 0843. Prepare-
for-descent checks read out. Landing weight will be 77,500kg—very light—VREF 126kt, target threshold
speed 135kt, maximum threshold speed 149kt.

0842Z : Pass Isle of Man, in sight below, together with coasts of Wales, Ireland, England and Scotland, and
request descent clearance for 0851. At 0846 cleared down to flight level 210 and call Preston. Throttle
outers to 68 per cent and inners to 87 per cent r.p.m. Descending at M.O.68 at 700ft./min. Wallasey at
0853.

0900Z: The Pennines lava-like in valley fog and snowy tops. Joddrell Bank telescope like a deployed
parachute far below. Atlantic charts and manuals being cleared away. Pass Lichfield, estimating Daventry
at 0907, tuning beacons, change to London control. 250kt i.a.s., jolted in rough air. Daventry at 0907,
estimating Beacon Hill at 0913. Cleared to flight level 190. Watford on No 1 ADF, Dunsfold on No 2 ADF.
Find Beacon Hill by Flying Dunsfold range leg to a bearing from Watford. Under London radar surveillance
from Daventry. Cleared to flight level 080. Don’t confuse Beacon Hill with Woburn, check with ADF.
l,000ft/min now at 150. Wheels rumble down for airbrake effect, slow to 200kt at 2,500ft/min; trying to
make Watford at 8,000ft. Over Watford at 11,000ft radar takes us straight on to a southerly lead-in for ILS,
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asks our rate of descent.

Runway visibility 1,500yd. Still on autopilot, in cloud. Flap coming down. See Greenwich through a hole in
cloud, then Crystal Palace. A helicopter is reported leaving Battersea. Approach checks read. Autopilot-
coupled glide-path and localizer armed. Radar vectors us on to centre-line. Speed coming back to 150kt at
3,200ft. QNH set on co-pilot’s altimeter, QFE on captain’s. Height 2,100ft, glidepath coupler engaged at
152kt, going down at 900ft/min into dull mist. Melted frost dripping fast from window frames. Captain’s
hand poised on control wheel. Windscreen wipers working hard. Lead-in lights now dimly in view, but no
trace of runway. BEA engineering base comes into sight to our left, co-pilot postively identifies runway and
tells captain.

We surge in past the lights, the captain cuts the autopilot and holds off. When I think we are still 100ft up,
the main wheels touch smoothly, the nose comes down, spoilers are popped out, reverse thrust pulled.
Further end of runway still out of sight. The captain takes the nosewheel tiller and starts braking while the
co-pilot holds the column forward and calls the decreasing speeds down to 60kt. We turn off with some
runway to spare, switch to airfield control frequency. Shutting down checks begin.

We are home. Chock-to-chock time 9hr 15min for 4,210 n.m.: we took off at about 1700 hr Seattle time
and it is now 0130 by that reckoning— time for bed. But here in London it is 0900hr or so and a new day is
just beginning. This is the way to travel if you don’t weaken ..

This is an exerpt from an article originally published by Mark Lambert in Flight International in 1960.

Midweek Briefing 27APR: Rome Airport
Closures, Strike: Germany, France
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

Rome Airport Closures 27APR Private flights (any non-commercial traffic) will not be allowed to operate
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to or from LIRA or LIRF on 30APR and 01MAY, as the result of a Papal Restriction. Refer to Italian NOTAMs
for details.

Strike: Germany, France 27APR Widespread, mostly without notice, strike action across Europe today
affecting operations for the coming few days. France and Germany worst affected (EDDF, EDDM, EDDK in
particular); Lufthansa has cancelled all domestic flights. Monitor Eurocontrol NOP for latest.

 

KLAX/Los Angeles Due to a runway and taxiway construction project at LAX, arrivals (mostly general
aviation) from the north and west can expect to be routed to arrive on the south side of the airport via the
LEENA FIVE STAR between 09MAY and 06AUG.

KTPA/Tampa Due to an unforeseen required runway repair, TPA has closed 01R/19L and 10/28 until
09MAY. The airport is operating under single runway ops so you can expect ATC delays until the runway is
fixed.

KDEN/Denver has opened a new train line that connects the airport to downtown. Named the ‘A Line’, it
will take passengers to downtown in 37 minutes and cost $9 USD each way.

MKJS/Montego Bay increased traffic and possible delays into and out of MBJ 27APR-29APR due to the
Airports Council International Convention.

SEZZ/Ecuador As of 23APR, 654 people have been killed, 113 people have been rescued alive, 58 people
remain missing, and more than 25,000 remain displaced as a result of the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that
struck off the coast of Ecuador on 16APR.

LZBB/Bratislava will be introducing free route airspace in their FIR above FL245 on 28APR. All ATS routes
have been withdrawn above this flight level.

MTPP/Port au Prince, Haiti On 24APR, approximately 2,000 protesters marched through Port-au-Prince
in opposition of the postponement of the runoff elections. While the protest did not turn violent, it severely
disrupted traffic in Port-au-Prince, as protesters set up roadblocks of burning tires in the streets

EZZZ/Europe The European Commission has officially offered citizens of Ukraine visa-free travel across
Europe.

HEZZ/Egypt UK FCO Advice: there is a heightened threat of terrorist attacks targeting celebrations of
Orthodox Easter (24APR-01MAY).

RJFT/Kumamoto has reopened after closing for several days following the Japanese earthquakes. At this
point, the airport can only handle arrivals, due to damage the terminal building sustained, which has
effected the airports ability to perform security checks and handle luggage.

RZZZ/Japan The Immigration Bureau will be closed 29APR through 05MAY for Golden Week holiday
observance. Foreign nationals should expect processing delays for immigration applications filed before or
after this period.

ZZZZ/Worldwide On 25APR the World Health Organization (WHO) warned of a likely increase in the
upcoming months in worldwide cases of Zika. Experts believe Europe will be next to experience an
increase of Zika virus cases due to the approaching summer.

ZSHC/Xiaoshan The airport authority has requested that all private flights arrive with their specific tow-
bar on board to mitigate any departure delays. The expectation is in effect until SEP16.

https://www.public.nm.eurocontrol.int/PUBPORTAL/gateway/spec/


ZKZZ/North Korea At 0930Z on 23APR the North Korean military launched a submarine-based ballistic
missile off the Sea of Japan. The missile flew for approximately 16nm before falling into the sea.

VIAR/Amritsar is currently in the process of upgrading the CAT II ILS to a CAT IIIB ILS which will allow CAT
III capable aircraft to land in visibility down to 50 meters. Currently the only other city in India that has
a CAT III ILS is Delhi.

View the full International Bulletin for 27APR2016

Earthquakes: Japan & Ecuador, South
America – New Timezone: Midweek Briefing
20APR
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

Earthquakes: Japan, Ecuador 20APR Two large earthquakes struck Japan and Ecuador in the past week,
with a longer term impact on International Flight Ops. RJFT/Kumamoto and SEMT/Manta are both closed
UFN. Read full article.

South America – New Timezone 20APR In an unusual move, a new time zone will take effect in South
America from the 1st of May. As part of a measure to battle an energy crisis in Venezuela, the entire
country will change timezone from UTC -4h30 to UTC-5, to ensure more daylight in the evening when
energy consumption peaks. Read full article.
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EGLL/London Heathrow An A320 was struck by a drone on approach to LHR on 17APR. This is the first
incident of its kind, though there have been many close calls to date.

FMZZ/Madagascar Cyclone Fanatala is currently north of Madagascar, the equivalent of a Category 5
Hurricane. It is expected to miss the island nation and the main airport of FMMI but the close proximity of
the cyclone to the island may cause flight disruptions.

BIKF/Keflavik beginning 01MAY, BIKF will be imposing a new Terminal Navigation Charge. This charge is
to be applied to all flights arriving at BIKF. The airport authority has issued an Air Navigation
Chargedocument to assist in determining the impact of the new fee.

LTZZ/Turkey. We’ve been alerted to a change in Overflight Requirements – aircraft with M- and VP-
registrations, and any other countries without a bilateral agreement, require an Overflight Permit. See the
new Turkey Lowdown for full information.

TIZZ/U.S. Virgin Islands authorities, assisted by the FBI, began investigating reports of a plot to attack
airports on the Virgin Islands, notably the Terrance B. Lettsome International Airport (Beef Island Airport).
The U.S. Coast Guard first received information of a terrorist attack plot circulating on social media. The
threat focused on Terrance B. Lettsome International Airport but also mentioned airports on St. Croix, St.
Thomas and St. John as possible targets. No information is available on what level of credibility authorities
attach to these threats.

EBBR/Brussels A recent report from the Brussels Airport CEO has stated that EBBR will be 100%
operational by the beginning of June.

EDNY/Friedrichshafen will be hosting the AERO 2016 exhibition from 20APR to 23APR. There is an
expected increase in IFR traffic to the airport during the event. Please refer to NOTAM C0933/16 for further
details.

LCCC/Nicosia FIR due to a Russian Navy Exercise and rocket test firings in the Mediterranean Sea, there
are NOTAM’d route closures for W/UW17 from BALMA-NIKAS, R/UR78 and M/UM978 daily from 0500-1500Z
on 21APR and 22APR. The NOTAMS covering the closure are A0308/16 and A0310/16.

SBZZ/Brazil The Canadian government has issued a helpful health notice for crew/passengers planning to
travel to Brazil for the upcoming Olympic Games, which has advice on how to contend with the Zika virus.

MGZZ/Guatemala Volcano Santa Maria has had some recent high level ash dispersed into the
atmosphere up to FL250. The Washington VAAC provides advisories and forecasts.

ZBAA/Beijing is not available for Non-Emergency diversions or planned as an alternate due to gate/stand
shortage daily from 13-23Z daily until 28OCT16.

VIZZ/India The Government of India has introduced the e-TOURIST VISA (eTV) scheme for UK nationals
travelling to India. All guests travelling under this scheme must carry a printed copy of the approved eTV
for verification at the check-in counter prior to boarding.

WSZZ/Singapore the CAAS has issued 2 AIP supplements outlining the upcoming military exercise
Bersama Shield 16. AIP SUP 40-16 covers Kuala Lumpur and Singapore FIR airspace restrictions and AIP
SUP 41-16 covers additional Singapore FIR airspace restrictions. The exercise will be running from 21APR
to 28APR.

HSZZ/South Sudan The UK FCO has issued a travel warning against travel to South Sudan and in
particular to Juba due to the return of the First Vice President as “tensions and disturbances” may increase
across the country in the coming weeks.

FNZZ/Angola The CDC has upgraded the yellow fever in Luanda Province to an Alert Level 2. The
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government of Angola requires all travellers older than 9 months to show proof of yellow fever vaccination
on arrival. In addition, CDC recommends that all travellers aged 9 months or older be vaccinated against
yellow fever.

DNMM/Lagos a new protocol issued by customs and immigration officials is causing congestion in the
arrival hall. There are 2 forms being given to passengers only once they enter the arrival processing area.
Please ask your handler if these forms can be provided ahead of time.

View the full International Bulletin for 20APR2016

Country Lowdown: Turkey
Mark Zee
18 May, 2016

The latest in our series of Country Lowdowns is: Turkey. There have been some changes of late,
including an exclusion for aircraft registered in countries without a bilateral agreement with Turkey, from
the new overflight permit exemption. Hmmm. That’s a mouthful.

In easier language – if you’re flying an M-reg or a VP-reg aircraft, you’ll probably need an overflight permit.

We publish these Country Lowdowns on a regular basis, and they are sent directly (free) to members of
OPSGROUP.

If you’d really like the one for Turkey, just email team@opsgroup.co. Or – join the group at opsgroup.co
and you’ll get them all as they are published.
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New time zone for South America
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

In an unusual move, a new time zone will take effect in South America from the 1st of May. As part of a
measure to battle an energy crisis in Venezuela, the president also gave the public sector every Friday off
until at least June 6th – to save electricity.

In addition, the entire country will change timezone from UTC -4h30 to UTC-4 from 01MAY, to ensure more
daylight in the evening when energy consumption peaks.

At SVMI/Simon Bolivar, Primary radar has been off the air since 04APR – and remains out of service until
the end of May – it’s unclear if this is electricity related.

If operating to Venezuela after 01MAY, local time will therefore be 4 hours behind UTC.

 

 

http://opsgroup.co/
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Earthquake effects: Japan, Ecuador
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

Two large earthquakes struck Japan and Ecuador in the past week, with a longer term impact on
International Flight Ops.

Japan

At 0124LT Saturday a 7.3 quake hit Japan, centred on Kyushu, the large island at the southern end of the
country.

Airports: RJFT/Kumamoto is closed UFN to all traffic. RJFF/Fukuoka operating normally, RJFU/Nagasaki
operating normally. In addition, in Kyushu: – Many roads, bridges damaged, Railways out of service, Region
should be avoided.

Ecuador

On the same day, a 7.4 earthquake centred towards the north-west of Ecuador.

SEMT/Manta, a regular tech stop for traffic between the US and South America, is closed to normal
operations after the Terminal and Control Tower suffered significant damage.

https://ops.group/blog/earthquake-effects-japan-ecuador/


   

 

 

US, Canada may lose EU visa rights, More
Free Route Airspace for Northern Europe
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

US and Canada may lose EU visa rights 13APR The European Commission published warning on 12APR
that visa-free travel by US and Canadian citizens to Europe is at risk, due to the lack of a full reciprocal
arrangement for EU citizens. Read the full article.

More Free Route Airspace for Northern Europe 13APR Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Estonia and Latvia
will be increasing free route airspace from 23JUN16. This allows operators to utilize User Preferred Routes
above FL285. Details of the implementation can be found through the AIC A3/2016 from Sweden.
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https://www.aro.lfv.se/Editorial/View/1380/AIC%20A%203-2016


 

RKSS/Gimpo is set to open South Korea’s first purpose-built FBO next month. It includes a passenger
terminal with customs and a large hangar that can accommodate up to eight large jets. The FBO is a
partnership between Korea Airport Crop and Avjet Asia.

EBBR/Brussels Controversial ATC Strike occurred without notice yesterday 12APR, restricting traffic at
EBBR and in Belgian Airspace. Eurocontrol advises 4 of 6 sectors operational Wednesday 13APR, at this
stage no significant further effect likely.

KZZZ/USA New security measures in the U.S. are being enacted in response to the Brussels Airport
Bombings. The Senate voted to increase the vetting of airport workers, expand the number of TSA viper
teams that sweep through airports unannounced to stop and search suspicious people, and double the
number of TSA’s bomb-sniffing dogs. Also, local law enforcement may also conduct random checks of cars
and taxis heading towards the airport.

KZZZ/USA the FAA has provided its NextGEN update for 2016. It highlights all the completed items along
with the expected achievements for the year. You can find all the info through the NextGEN website.

EZZZ/Europe as of 05APR Eurocontrol as been publishing Target Time information together with
Calculated Take-off time (CTOT) in the Slot Allocation and Slot Revisions Messages (SAM and SRM). The
purpose of the initiative is to provide flight crew with operational awareness of their flight’s planned time
at the congestion point in the air, rather than solely providing the corresponding delayed departure time
(CTOT) to implement ATFM measures.

EGZZ/United Kingdom A large scale military exercise named ‘Joint Warrior 16-1’ has been taking place
since 09APR16 and will last until 22APR06. EGPX and EGTT FIR/UIRs are affected. However, low to medium
impact on airline operations is expected.

LFZZ/France beginning 03MAY16 France will be implementing CPDLC services within LFFF, LFEE, LFRR,
LFMM and LFBB FIR’s. The full details of the IOC can be found in AIC 10/16.

EGGX/Shanwick OCA implemented a trail of 5 minute separation minimum between aircraft which are
following the same track, irrespective of whether they are East or Westbound. Full details can be found
through AIC Y 022/2016.

LOWW/Vienna every weekend until 24MAY16 LOWW will be operating under single runway ops beginning
2100 on the Friday until 1600 on the Sunday. The closures are weather dependent and the closure will be
recalled if the forecast calls for the use of runway 11/29. In any single runway scenario use at Vienna
delays are a guarantee.

OEZZ/Saudi Arabia The U.S. State department updated a travel warning to Saudi Arabia on 11APR16. It
outlines the risk to travellers due to an increased risk with the threat of terrorism.

SKZZ/Colombia The U.S. State department has updated the travel warning to Colombia. They have
actually improved the travel warning as the security in the country has improved significantly in recent
years. Foreigners should still exercise caution though.

LTCC/Diyarbakir is now able to handle international flights due to a new terminal building that has
opened.

OLBA/Beirut two airport employees were detained on suspicion of terrorist activity involvement on
08APR16. Traces of explosives and a handgun were found on the two individuals.

http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/update/
https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/dossier/aicfrancea/AIC_A_2016_10_EN.pdf
http://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/eadbasic/pamslight-A5C204E123748080225276906A11786F/7FE5QZZF3FXUS/EN/AIC/Y/022-2016/EG_Circ_2016_Y_022_en_2016-03-17.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/saudi-arabia-travel-warning.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/colombia-travel-warning.html


DIAP/Cote D’Ivoire has reduced the passenger departure tax by 50% and have also removed the
solidarity contribution tax levied on airline tickets.

GABS/Mali began renovations last month (MAR16) to increase the airports capacity to handle 1.5 million
passengers which is up from the 800,000 annual passenger traffic. The project is expected to be
completed by the end of the year.

View the full International Bulletin for 13APR2016

US and Canada may lose EU visa right
Mark Zee
18 May, 2016

The European Commission published warning on 12APR that visa-free travel by US and Canadian citizens
to Europe is at risk, due to the lack of a full reciprocal arrangement for EU citizens.

The core of the issue is this: Although US and Canadian passport holders can travel to Europe for stays of
up to 90 days without requiring a visa, citizens of some EU countries are not eligible for the same privilege
in return. Specifically, citizens of Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Poland and Romania require a visa for the US,
and citizens of Bulgaria and Romania require one for Canada.

The deadline for US and Canada to include those citizens in their own visa-waiver programs expired
yesterday, on 12APR2016. Consequently, the EU is obliged, under their own policy document, to take steps
to remove the visa-free travel privilege for US and Canadian Citizens.

The United Kingdom and Ireland do not take part in the development of the common visa policy and would
not be bound by a visa waiver suspension.

No change has yet occurred, and any decision to limit travel would have a lead time (most likely 90 days).
For further background see the full EU press release.

http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b75fb5761dc5600b058300642&id=ad70536522&e=
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MHTG ‘Interesting Approaches’ to end,
Greeks or Italians? ATC strikes:
Cynthia Claros
18 May, 2016

MHTG ‘Interesting Approaches’ to end 06APR MHTG/Tegucigalpa Dangerous approaches at MHTG will
be consigned to history, as a new airport was finally confirmed at the weekend by the Honduran
government. Read the full article.

Greeks or Italians? ATC strikes this week 06APR There will be an ATC strike this week in Europe,
maybe by Greece, maybe by Italy, maybe by both. These strikes are often cancelled shortly before
starting, but at this pre-planning stage, it seems likely to go ahead. Read the full article.

 

 

EBBR/Brussels has now reopened but operations are still very restricted. The airport is not expected to
be fully operational until June or July by current estimates. The airport authority has instituted new security
measures that include a requirement for passengers to arrive 3 hours prior to their departure time. The
terminal is still closed to busses and trains. Slots must still be requested from the Brussels Airport
Authority if you intend to operate in or out of EBBR.

ZKPY/Pyongyang FIR Many reports that North Korea is jamming GPS signals, also reported by South
Korea RKRR NOTAM A0450/16. Signals have been reported as unreliable or lost when operating in or near
to North Korean airspace. Exercise caution if you rely on GPS in those areas. Read our DPRK Overflight Risk
article from a few weeks ago.

https://ops.group/blog/mhtg-interesting-approaches-to-end-greeks-or-italians-atc-strikes/
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LIZZ/Italy Eurocontrol has confirmed an Italian ATC strike is set for April 9th. NOTAMS A2062/16A2 and
A2063/16A2 have been issued covering the proposed strike.

MHTG/Tegucigalpa Dangerous approaches at MHTG will be consigned to history, as a new airport was
finally confirmed at the weekend by the Honduran government. Full article here.

LFXX/France an Operational Trial of CPDLC Services in French Airspace of Reims (LFEE), Paris (LFFF) and
Marseille (LFMM) ACC will be in effect from 05APR to 11APR.

EZZZ/Europe The U.S. State Department along with numerous other countries have issued a Europe wide
travel warning in response to the attack in Brussels. While extra vigilance should be exercised it is also a
very generic response to a threat that has yet to be fully understood from a commercial aviation
perspective. If you would like to be kept up to date on specific travel alerts from the U.S. State Department
you can sign up through their STEP program.

EHAM/Amsterdam reports of near misses with drones have recently been reported by crews. The
location of the near misses was on the approach path but no specific runway was mentioned.

KEWR/Newark The FAA will be increasing the number of available slots to EWR, available at the end of
October. The change is in response to the improved efficiency of the airport and the ability to increase the
ATC arrival rate.

FAA/United States has issued Advisory Circular 00-30C. It describes the various types of CAT (Clear Air
Turbulence) along with avoidance techniques and possible future forecast systems for helping Dispatchers
and Pilots in the planning stages.

KZZZ/USA Check your passport! Effective 01APR16, if you’re travelling to the United States under the Visa
Waiver Program, you will also need to have a valid e-Passport along with your ESTA.

CZVR/Vancouver ACC will begin to use ADS-C on 18APR In their Oceanic sectors, for both alerting service
(SAR) and improved ATC separation purposes.

UDDD/Yerevan FIR Due to Air Defence activity ATC route segments with Yerevan FIR
Crossing FIR boundary points MATAL, ELSIV, PEMAN and VETEN between Yerevan FIR and Baku FIR are not
available.

UBBA/Baku FIR Entry/Exit points VETEN, PEMAN, ELSIV, MATAL are closed.
Baku FIR Entry/Exit points BARAD, DISKA closed from GND to FL305.
NOTAMS A0030/16 and A0032/16 have been issued as well.

UHSS/Yuzhno will be closed daily 10APR-14MAY between the hours of 12-21Z.

OMZZ/United Arab Emirates will begin charging a $9.50 USD Passenger Tax effective 30JUN, to be
imposed on all travellers over the age of 2 through all airports including those only transiting the UAE. A
driving factor in this new charge appears to be low oil prices affecting the Gulf States.

UUZZ/Russia has stated that aviation authorities are intensifying its ramp inspections of all aircraft
(especially foreign aircraft, we guess) in the wake of the Rostov accident.

FZZZ/Nigeria The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation has stated that steps are currently being
taken to end the countries fuel shortage, but may take upwards of 2 months. We suggest to check with
local handlers for the availability aviation fuel supply until the issue is resolved.

VNKT/Kathmandu We have received some reports that VNKT ATC weather reports are inaccurate,
especially regarding visibility. Any feedback please let us know.

https://ops.group/blog/no-more-mhtg/
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VIAR/Amritsar has suspended all night operations for 1 year due to the planned reconstruction of the
airports runways.

View the full International Bulletin for 06APR2016

No more MHTG
Mark Zee
18 May, 2016

You’ve seen the video; which gives some background to why MHTG/Tegucigalpa is sometimes referred
to as “the most dangerous airport in the world”. News over the weekend from Honduras confirmed a new
$163 million airport is being developed. There have been multiple incidents at the airport over the
years, mostly due to the surrounding terrain and approach.

The new airport, with a longer, 2440m/8005 ft runway, will be about 25nm from the capital near the
Palmerola military air base, and the president said “The new airport is meant as an alternative “so that
passengers can land in an airport that does not put their lives at risk,”.

If you’re operating to Honduras, Landing permits are required for all private non-revenue and charter (non-
scheduled commercial) operations to Honduras, along with notification to “CENAMER,” a joint air traffic
control service covering Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.
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OPSGROUP – this is new.
Declan Selleck
18 May, 2016

When we reached 25,000 readers a few months ago, it was obvious that we were doing something
right – our little weekly ops update started out five years ago with maybe 50 people on the list.

We branched out with Plotting Charts, Ops Notices, Special Reports, and a bunch of other stuff – doing our
best to keep you and others in International Flight Ops as up to date as possible.

Now, we’ve started OPSGROUP. By creating a group, we can focus on delivering all the things we make,
directly to the people that want them most.

If you already enjoy our weekly bulletin, then we’re excited to tell you that there’s a whole lot more now
available in one place. You should start by reading the feedback from others.
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