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Update - Sep 10:
Not directly related to this article, but thought we’d mention it here for the next few days just FYI!

Ops Alert - Sep 10: So far the Israeli airstrike in Qatar on Sep 9 has not triggered major disruptions in
adjacent FIRs. There are no new airspace restrictions to report, and OTHH/Doha is operating normally.
Flight tracking indicates that major airlines are still overflying Qatari airspace. Despite this, continue to
monitor the situation closely. The diplomatic response to this event is still unfolding - sudden airspace
closures are possible if the situation escalates.

Original story - Sep 9:

The Doha FIR might be small geographically, but it’s strategically important. A huge chunk of regional
traffic passes through here, especially flights heading between the UAE and Europe that want to avoid
Iranian airspace.

And now there’s a new rule: if you're flying in the northern portion of the OTDF/Doha FIR, you need to
submit a flight notification if you plan to use certain offshore routes.


https://ops.group/blog/new-rule-for-qatar-overflights/

GEN 1.2-4 AIP Qatar
04 SEP 2025

3.6 APPLICATION FOR OVERFLYING TRAFFIC

3.6.1 If an operator intends to perform a non-scheduled flight for the purpose of transit across (overfly) territory of the State
of Qatar, it is necessary to obtain prior overflying permission from the QCAA at least forty-eight (48) hours before the
intended flight takes place.

3.6.2 Such applications or reguests shall be submitted through the online web portal available at the official website:
https://caa.gov.qa/en/non-scheduled-flights-service. All applications/requests must include the following information:

Name of the operator

Flight number/callsign

Purpose of flight

Nature of cargo

ATS route with entry/exit points of Doha FIR, flight level and timings in UTC
Billing details including the contact address and the relevant email address.
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3.6.3 Operator shall follow the requirements of flight plan as prescribed in ENR 1.10 and ENR 1.11. Operator shall ensure
that operator name is included under “OPR/" in item 18 of ATC Flight Plan.

« 3.6.4 If an operator intends to conduct a non-scheduled flight for the purpose of transiting (overflying) the Doha FIR (outside
<« the territory of the State of Qatar), the operator must submit the flight details to the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA)
< prior to flight operations. This should be done through the online web portal using the “Flight Notification” service available

on the official website: hitps://caa.gov.qa/en/non-scheduled-flights-service . Upon submission, the QCAA will acknowledge
< receipt of the flight details.

-
<« 3.6.5 Such operator shall follow the flight plan requirement as mentioned at GEN 1.2 subsection 3.6.3.

These routes don’t require permission to fly - that hasn’t changed - but you do now need to tell Qatar
CAA in advance that you’re going to be there. The notification is submitted through the QCAA’s
online portal, the same place you'd normally go for overflight permits.

The new rule came in on 4 Sep 2025, and applies to all “non-scheduled” operators (includes charter flights,
private operators, ad-hoc flights - basically everything other than airline flights).

The affected routes

The rule applies specifically to these routes:

e M677/M708 (ASROK/OBNET)

e P559/L704 (BORUK/NALPO)

¢ L602/T557/M600 (TUMAK/EGNIM)
* L768/M556 (ALPOB/OBROS)

These are the offshore routes running north of Qatar, in international waters.


https://www.caa.gov.qa/en/aeronautical-information-management
https://caa.gov.qa/en/non-scheduled-flights-service
https://caa.gov.qa/en/non-scheduled-flights-service

Why the new rule?

First, a quick refresher on who controls what inside the Doha FIR:

e The southern part of the OTDF/Doha FIR: Qatar controls everything, from SFC-UNL.

e The northern part of the OTDF/Doha FIR: This part covers international waters, not Qatari
territory. Operationally, ATC responsibility here still switches at FL245 — Qatar handles traffic
below this level, and Bahrain handles traffic above it.

The rule is simple

 Flying in the southern part of the OTDF/Doha FIR: Standard overflight permit required —
no changes.

¢ Flying in the northern part of the OTDF/Doha FIR: Submit a flight notification via the
QCAA portal.

This flight notification isn’t a permit and doesn’t need approval, it simply lets Qatar know who's flying
there in case you dip into their controlled airspace unexpectedly.

Notifications are submitted through the same QCAA portal used for permits. Bahrain continues to provide
ATC in the northern area, and you don’t need a Bahrain permit unless you're a weird non-ICAO, military, or


https://caa.gov.qa/en/non-scheduled-flights-service

state flight.



