New FAA Airspace Warnings for Venezuela
and Puerto Rico

David Mumford
25 November, 2025
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Key Points

e The FAA has issued new airspace warnings for both the TJZS/San Juan and
SVZM/Maiquetia FIRs, following a sharp rise in state aircraft activity across the
southern Caribbean.

e SVZM is the main concern: the FAA cites a worsening security picture, GPS
interference, and increased Venezuelan military mobilisation, including air-defence
capability that raises the overflight risk.

 Airlines have already suspended flights to Venezuela and are routing around the
SVZM FIR via Colombia and neighbouring FIRs.

e Avoid SVZM unless absolutely necessary. The risk level for overflights is higher than
usual.

e TJZS remains open, but expect more state traffic, occasional non-standard ATC
coordination, and busier airspace as military activity increases near Puerto Rico.


https://ops.group/blog/new-faa-warnings-for-venezuela-and-puerto-rico-airspace/
https://ops.group/blog/new-faa-warnings-for-venezuela-and-puerto-rico-airspace/
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Puerto Rico: New FAA warning for the TJZS/San Juan FIR

On 18 November, the FAA issued KICZ A0010/25, advising extreme caution at all levels in the T)ZS
FIR because of an increase in state aircraft operations. They don’t say who these aircraft are, but
the language almost always means military traffic that may not be working standard civil ATC.

That matches what’s happening: more US reconnaissance, tanker and transport flights, plus a larger naval
presence in nearby waters. The US has also carried out strikes on suspected drug-smuggling boats.
Venezuela has publicly objected to the buildup, raising tension across the wider region.

For crews, the key point is that TJZS may now see unpredictable state movements and non-
standard ATC interactions.

Venezuela: A much stronger FAA warning

On 21 November, the FAA issued the more serious KICZ A0012/25 for the entire SVZM FIR. It cites a
worsening security situation and increased military activity, and requires 72 hours’ advance notice
from US operators planning to enter the FIR.



A0012/25 NOTAMN

Q) KICZ/QRDLD/IV/NBO/AE/000/999/

A) KICZ PART 1 OF 2

B) 2511211743

C) 2602192359

E) SECURITY...UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ADVISORY FOR POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IN
THE MAIQUETIA FLIGHT INFORMATION REGION (SVZIM)

OPERATORS ARE ADVISED TO EXERCISE CAUTION WHEN OPERATING IN THE MAIQUETIA FLIGHT
INFORMATION REGION (SVZM FIR) AT ALL ALTITUDES DUE TO THE WORSENING SECURITY SITUATION
AND HEIGHTENED MILITARY ACTIVITY IN OR AROUND VENEZUELA. THREATS COULD POSE A POTENTIAL
RISK TO AIRCRAFT AT ALL ALTITUDES, INCLUDING DURING OVERFLIGHT, THE ARRIVAL AND
DEPARTURE PHASES OF FLIGHT, AND/OR AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND.

REFER TO THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION NOTICE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THREAT
CONCERNS FOR U.S. CIVIL AVIATION OPERATIONS IN THE AFFECTED AIRSPACE AT HTTPS://
WWW.FAA.GOV/AIR TRAFFIC/PUBLICATIONS/US RESTRICTIONS.

PROVIDE AT LEAST 72-HOUR ADVANCE NOTICE OF PLANNED FLIGHTS TO THE FAA AT
FAAWATCHEFAA.GOV WITH SPECIFIC FLIGHT DETAILS.

REPORT ANY SAFETY/SECURITY INCIDENTS OBSERVED/EXPERIENCED WHILE OPERATING IN THE
AFFECTED AIRSPACE TO THE FAA'S WASHINGTON OPERATIONS CENTER AT +1 (202) 267-3333
F) SFC
G) UNL

The FAA’s Background Note backs this up: crews have reported GPS interference in the SVZM FIR with
effects that can extend 250 nm from the source, and Venezuela has stepped up its military posture with
mass mobilisation and air-defence systems that can reach civil levels. There’s also a low-altitude
risk from MANPADS. Venezuela isn’t threatening civil aviation, but the overall environment means the risk
level for overflights is higher than usual.

Spain and Portugal have also issued their own near-identical warnings for Venezuelan airspace. Both tell
crews to avoid the SVZM/Maiquetia FIR until early December. They cite increased military activity, air-
defence systems active at all levels, and poor coordination between parties in the area. This matches the
FAA’s view and adds two more state recommendations to stay clear of Venezuelan airspace.

Airlines are already pulling back

In the past few days, several airlines have suspended services to Venezuela (the ones we know about
so far: Iberia, Air Europa, Plus Ultra, TAP, LATAM, Avianca, GOL, Caribbean Airlines and Turkish Airlines).

TPA4057 Miami-Manaus TPA4057 Miami-Manaus
18 Nov 2025 22 Nov 2025



https://safeairspace.net/venezuela/
https://ops.group/blog/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/FAA-Background-Notice-Venezuela-1.pdf
https://safeairspace.net/venezuela/

AVA047 Madrid-Bogota AVA047 Madrid-Bogota
20 Nov 2025 24 Nov 2025

It looks like most overflights are now adopting the same strategy: avoid SVZM completely and route
via Colombia or neighbouring FIRs, rather than cut across Venezuelan airspace.
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Venezuela’s civil aviation authority INAC has announced that it revoked operating permits for six foreign
airlines on 26 Nov 2025: Iberia, TAP Air Portugal, Avianca, LATAM Airlines Colombia, Turkish Airlines and
GOL. INAC said the decision followed the airlines’ move to suspend their services to and from Venezuela
after recent air safety alerts issued by the US and Spain. IATA has urged the Venezuelan authorities to
reconsider the move.

Why all this is happening

The FAA hasn’t given a detailed explanation, but recent US military activity in the region gives plenty of
context. Public reporting shows:

e The USS Gerald R. Ford carrier group and several destroyers off northern South America.
e USAF heavy bomber flights along the Venezuelan coast.

e Multiple recent strikes on suspected drug-smuggling boats.



e Venezuela condemning the buildup and calling the US presence a direct threat.

All of this is happening in airspace corridors used by civil traffic, which explains the new warnings.
What crews need to watch for

Three main things:

1. GPS interference is active. Crews have reported GNSS issues in SVZM with lingering
effects after exit.

2. Military traffic is up and less predictable. State aircraft may not be on civil ATC, may
appear without ADS-B, and may manoeuvre unexpectedly - particularly in TJZS and on the
northern edge of SVZM.

3. Avoid SVZM unless absolutely necessary. Airlines are already doing this, and the FAA
warning together with Venezuela’s current military activity makes overflight risk higher than
usual.

For more info on these airspace warnings, check safeairspace.net - our conflict zone and risk database.
And if you have any info you'd like to share with us, please get in touch via news@ops.group.

4 AIRSPACE Conflict Zone & Risk Database
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