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Mexico’s ADS-B mandate, delayed a year, is coming into effect January 1, 2022.

Why was it delayed?

Apparently it came down to supply of ADS-B equipment issues meaning a lot of Mexican registered aircraft
were unable to get it installed in time.

What do you need?

Mexico have mandated the use of 1090-MHz Mode S squitter transponders and as yet have not agreed
to extend the mandate to allow 978 MHz Universal access transceivers, which are allowed in the US. The
main difference is 978 MHz transponders are not allowed above 18,000′ while 1090MHz ones can be used
at any altitude.

The mandate is for ADS-B Out. If you’re unsure on the difference then the FAA have a handy page on it
here, but the simplified difference is Outtie’s broadcast an aircraft’s GPS location, altitude, groundspeed
etc to ATC ground stations and other aircraft. Innie’s provide the aircraft with weather and traffic info
delivered directly to the flight deck.

Where will you need it?

The rules look similar to those in the US:

Class A

Class B

Class C

Class E above 10,000 feet

https://ops.group/blog/mexico-ads-b-mandate-coming-soon/
https://www.faa.gov/nextgen/equipadsb/capabilities/ins_outs/
https://www.faa.gov/nextgen/equipadsb/capabilities/ins_outs/


Class E over the Gulf of Mexico, above 2,500 feet

Within 12nm of the Mexican coast, above 3,000 feet

Within 30nm of MMMX/Mexico City International Airport, above 10,000 feet

Easier in a diagram.

What if mine breaks?

There is a process for operators to request permission, in advance, if their ADS-B is inoperative. You
can also request to fly without ADS-B equipment installed if you submit the request at least an hour before
departure (probably a good idea to do it a little earlier).

Where is the official info?

All we have discovered so far is this Advisory which unfortunately is in Spanish. Watch this space for info
on how to request the no ADS-B permission.

Where else do I need ADS-B?

We have a whole post on ‘ADS-B Mandates Around the World’ which you can read here.

http://www.sct.gob.mx/fileadmin/DireccionesGrales/DGAC-archivo/modulo2/co-av-91-2-19-1219.pdf
https://ops.group/blog/ads-b-mandates-around-the-world/

